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WEEKLY ISSUE OF THE “BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL.” 

The “ Board of Trade Journal,” now in its fourteenth year, will 
henceforth be issued weekly, instead of monthly, at the price of 
one penny per number for the present. 


PRINCIPAL PUBLICATIONS OF THE BOARD OF TRADE. 


The principal publications of the Board of Trade will be found in 
a list facing p. 4 of the advertisements, and among these publi- 
cations attention is especially drawn to those referred to in the 
following notice. 


TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED. KINGDOM. 


The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation 
of the United Kingdom for the month of December, 1899, and 
the twelve months ended 31st December, 1899, have been pub- 
lished. The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of each 
month, may be purchased at a small cost (in the present instance 8d.) 
per copy, either directly or through any bookseller, from Messrs. 
Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, London, 
E.C., and 32, Abingdon Street, S.W.; or Messrs. John Menzies 
& Co., 12, Hanover Street, Edinburgh, and 90, West Nile Street, 
Glasgow ; or Messrs. Hodges, Figgis, & Co., Limited, 104, Grafton 
Street, Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that the ‘“ Annual 
Statement of the Trade of the United Kingdom with Foreign 
Countries and British Possessions” for the year 1898 may be 
purchased at a cost of 8s. 13d. at any of the addresses enumerated 
above. This publication, which contains much more detailed and 
exhaustive information than can be given in the Monthly Accounts, 
deals with the imports and exports of the United Kingdom from 
and to each foreign country, British possession, and British 
protectorate for each of the years 1894 to 1898 inclusive, the 
imports and exports at the principal ports, transhipments, and 
bonded warehouse accounts, 


FOREIGN OFFICE AND COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 
For a list of the Annual and Miscellaneous Reports issued by 
the Foreign Office and the Colonial Office, see p. 240. 


A 
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RECENT PARLIAMENTARY PUBLICATIONS. 


Light Railways Act, 1896, London United Tramways Limited 
(Light Railway Extension) Order, 1898. [C. 9,326.] Price 3d. 

This contains the order, which has been issued, authorising the 
construction of light railways, about seven miles long, from 
Uxbridge to Hanwell. 

Royal Commission on Accidents to Railway Servants Report. 
[Cd. 41.] Price 2d. 

The Royal Commission appointed to enquire into the causes of 
the accidents, fatal and non-fatal to servants of railway companies 
and truck owners, has recently published its report as above, in 
which certain alterations and improvements are suggested in 
railway working, &c., with a view to minimise, as far as possible. 
the risks of accident or loss of life to which railway servants, and 
especially those engaged in shunting operations, are liable. 

Royal Commission on Water Supply within the Limits of the 
Metropolitan Water Companies Final Report. [Cd. 25.] Price 9d. 

The Royal Commissioners appointed to inquire into and report 
upon the desirability of the undertakings of the Metropolitan 
Water Companies being acquired and managed by local authorities 
and other points in connection with the Metropolitan Water 
Supply have now issued their final report as above. 


ROYAL PROCLAMATION. 
- The following Royal Proclamation has appeared in tke *‘ London 
Gazette ” :— 
By the Queen: 
A PROCLAMATION. 
Victoria R.: 

WHEREAS, by the Customs and Inland Revenue Act, 1879, 
Section 8, certain goods may by Proclamation or Order in Coun- 
cil be prohibited either to be exported or carried coastwise; and 

Whereas We, by and with the advice of Our Privy Council, 
deem it expedient and necessary to prohibit the goods herein- 
after mentioned to be exported or carried coastwise : 

We, by and with the advice aforesaid, do hereby order and 
direct that from and after the date hereof, the following goods, 
being articles which We have judged capable of being converted 
into or made useful in increasing the quantity of Military Stores, 
that is to say :— 

Picric Acid (Trinitro-phenol), Carbolic Acid (Phenol), 
Trinitro-cresol, Cresylic Acid (Cresol), 
shall be, and the same are hereby prohibited either to be 

exported from the United Kingdom or carried coastwise. 

Given at Our Court at Osborne House, Isle of Wight, 
this Eleventh day of January, in the Year of 
our Lord One Thousand Nine Hundred, and in 
the Sixty-third Year of Our Reign. 

GOD SAVE THE QUEEN. 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE. 


WEST INDIES. 


Contracts for the machinery, &c., for a large sugar plant to be 

, ' erected at Banes, Cuba, are being carried out 
in New York, and upwards of 10,0002., it is 
said, will be expended in the undertaking. The New York 
“Journal of Commerce” states that there are many estimates 
being furnished by manufacturers for the requirements of five new 
sugar factories which are to be erected near Gibara, Cuba. It is 
believed that at an early date considerable quantities of sugar 
machinery will be required in San Domingo, Porto Rico, and 
many of the other West Indian Islands. The demand from Cuba 
for this description of machinery, it is anticipated, will be larger 
during next summer than in many years before. 

The steamer ‘Cienfuegos,’ which sailed recently for the 
southern ports of Cuba, took to Cienfuegos 2,100/. worth of sugar 
machinery, large quantities of boilers, engines, iron pipe, and other 
manufactured iron goods. The steamer “Mexico” has just taken to 
Havana upwards of 2,000/. in iron pipe alone. ‘Travellers for 
export firms, who are returning to New York from Cuba, speak 
encouragingly of the outlook for trade. It is generally expected 
that this season’s business in the way of renovating plantations 
will begin much earlier than usual. This will mean extensive 
purchases of all kinds of supplies used by such plantations. 
According to information from Havana trade is active in nearly 
every branch. 


TASMANIA. 

In 1898 this colony needed over £2,800 worth of im- 
: orted implements for its dairies alone. 
Aa. Whilst the actual requirements may seem 
insignificant, it should be remembered that 
‘lasmanians are a wide-awake people, progressive and energetic. 
The Philadelphia “ Manufacturer,” from which the above is quoted, 
is of opinion that the Tasmanian market is Cestined to expand 
considerably, and the exporter of agricultural implements who is 
enterprising enough to obtain a foothold at the present time, will 
find that his reward is not only immediate but cumulative. Cream 
separators, churns, cheese presses and similar appliances should be 

pushed as much as possible. 


Implements. 


CANADA. 


The following were among the enquiries relating to Canadian 
trade recently received at the office of the High 


Enquiries 
Penn to Commissioner for Canada in London, where 
0 further particulars may be obtained. 


A2 
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Openings for British Trade.—(Canada.) 


Home Enquiries—Enquiry comes from Dublin for the names of 
Canadian exporters of railway die square sleepers. 

An engineering company ask if there is a good market in 
Canada for oil engines, as they are desirous of introducing one 
which is simple, effective, and cheaper than those at present in 
general use. They require the services of a good firm to act as 
agents. 

An enquiry has been received for names of lumber merchants 
who can guarantee supplies of birch in fairly straight round logs 
4 to 8 feet in length and 18 inches and upwards diameter. The 
wood is required for cutting veneers, and quotations must be at a 
very low figure. 

A metal and mineral broker at Swansea wishes to correspond 
with firms in the Dominion desiring representation in that city. 
He is prepared to accept agencies for goods suitable to the local 
market, and is in a position to place minerals and look after 
sellers’ interest in weighing and sampling. 


Canadian Enquiries.—An offer has been received of 1,700 dozen 
standard tins of canned tomatoes, at 1 dol. per dozen, f.o.b. cars. 
The goods were grown and packed by the shipper. 

Early in February a gentleman will be arriving in London with 
the object of getting into touch with users of veneers, scale board, 
wood for picture backs and bonnet boxes, &c., of which large 
quantities are available for export. His name can be obtained 
upon application. 

An enquiry bas been received from New Brunswick for the 
name of a reliable commission merchant trading in raw fur. 

A Canadian firm engaged in the lumber business and interested 
in a number of small mills, is open to fill orders for hardwood, 
chair stock, broom handles, and other similar stock. They have 
also entered into the shipment of wood pulp, and would be 
interested in enquiries for this product. 


The following were among the trade enquiries recently received 
at the Canadian section of the Imperial Institute, from the Curator 
of which section further information may be obtained :— 


Home Enquiries——A Northern firm of importers wishes to hear 
from Canadian manufacturers of gig spokes, wheels and hickory 
hammer shafts. 

A Glasgow house asks for names of Canadian manufacturers of 
nuts and bolts upon a large scale. 

An Irish firm is open to contract for up to 50,000 sets spruce 
box boards cut to specification for a patent box, and invites 
quotations from Canadian manufacturers in a position to supply. 

A Midland firm of anchor and chain manufacturers is prepared 
to appoint a capable Canadian resident agent. 
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Openings for British Trade. 


Canadian Enquiries—An Ontario maker of ladder steps and 
ladders complete is in a position to supply these goods to United 
Kingdom importers. 

A Nova Scotian firm manufacturing barrows in knock-down 
condition, asks for names of British importers. 

A Montreal correspondent desires names of buyers of mica. 


NORWAY. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a des- 
patch from Her Majesty’s Consul-General at 
Christiania, stating that tenders are invited by 
the Norwegian naval authorities for the supply, 
free at Carljohansveerns Vcerft, Horten, Nor- 
way, by the 26th February next, of a quantity of metal, as 
follows 

2,000 kilogrammes Réros copper in blocks, 1,000 kilogrammes 
tin in blocks—mark “Lam and Flag, the Cornish Tin Smelting 
Company, Redrutte” [? Redruth], and 1,000 kilogrammes zine 
in blocks—mark “ W.H.” 

Tenders in sealed envelopes, marked “ Anbud. paa Kobber, Tin 
og Zink,” should be addressed to “ Voerkstedsdirektoren ved 
Carljohansveerns Voerft, Horten, Norway,” where they should be 
received before the 26th January, 1900. 

Prices must be stated in Norwegian currency per kilogramme. 


iTenders for 
Copper, Tin, and 
Zinc. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a des- 
patch from Her Majesty’s Consul-General at 
Christiania, stating that tenders are invited 
by the “ Kristiania Ingenir Voesen” for the 
supply of iron piping, irregular castings (stébninger), stop-valves, 
drain-plugs (kumlaag), clay piping, cement, and black lead. 

Tenders, marked “Anbud,” must be addressed to ‘‘Stad- 
singenirens Kontor, Kjeld Stubs gade No. 1", Christiania, 
Norway,” where they must be received by noon on the 31st 
instant, and where detailed conditions and specifications may be 
seen by local agents. 


Tenders for 
Tron Piping, &c. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has reseived a des- 
patch from Her Majesty’s Consul-General at 
Christiania, stating that tenders are invited by 
the Norwegian State Railways Administration 
not later than the 7th February next, at 7 p.m., for the supply of 
24 tons of fencing wire and 10,000 fencing standards. 

Such particulars as have been received may be examined on 
personal application at the Commercial Department of the Foreign 
Office any day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


Tenders for 
Fencing Wire. 
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Openings for British Trade. 


SWEDEN. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a despatch 
from Her Majesty’s Consul at Stockholm, statin 
Tenders for that tenders are invited by the Swedish Railway 
/ Authorities for the supply of 4,000 tons of rails, 
model of 1896, and to weigh 40} kilogs. per metre. Tenders for 
the rails should be addressed to “ Kongl. Jernviigsstyrelsen, Stock- 
holm,” where particulars may be obtained. 


ITALY. 


Further information published by the “ New York Journal of 
Commerce” concerning electrical engineering 


Psion work in Italy shows that extensive demands 
—— for material and machinery will exist this year 
Plant. to greater extent than heretofore. A company 


has just been formed in Milan, with a capital of £100,000, to be 
known as “ La Societa di Construzioni Electtrichi,” to acquire, 
develop, and carry on the electrical engineering business of 
Messrs. Breschi, Finzi and Co. The public streets of the town of 
Frosinone are to be lighted by electricity, but the contract for this 
undertaking has not been given out. The Italian Government 
has approved the proposition made to them to adopt electric 
traction on the railways between Milan and Varese. “ La Société 
des Chemins de Fer Vicinaux Italiens,” at Rome, is preparing 
plans for a projected electric railway between Alessandria, Bassig- 
nana and Valenza. The central power station will be established 
at Bassignana. 


CHILE. 


The Board of Trade have received a communication from the 5th 
Fire Engines Company of Firemen at Valparaiso stating that 
: they require a steam fire engine of a capacity 
for Valparaiso. of “from 400 to 450 gallons, with various 
appurtenances, and that tenders will be received for the same by 
E. Dreyfus, Secretary to the Company, Valparaiso, up to the 31st 
March next. 
Further particulars may be obtained at the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 49 and 50, Parliament 
Street, S.W., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
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NEW ROUTE FOR THE EXPORT OF SIBERIAN 
PRODUCE. 


The Board of Trade have received through the Foreign Office an 
interesting report drawn up by Mr. Henry Cooke, H.M. Consul at 
Archangel, on the export of Siberian grain, via the Perm-Kotlass 
Railway and Archangel, and the establishment at Archangel of a 
branch office of the Commercial Department of the Siberian State 
Railways. 

The report says that, from statements officially issued by the 
Commercial Section of the Siberian Railways, it would seem that 
the opening of traffic along the West Siberian lines coincided with 
- exceptionally high prices for grain in the foreign market, in con- 
sequence of which, beginning from 1897, Siberian grain found a 
ready sale abroad. ‘This continued to the beginning of 1899, 
owing to bad harvests experienced meanwhile by the European 
Russian provinces bordering on Siberia. The grain carried in 
transit by the Siberian Railways was :— 

14,969,000 pouds in 1897 ; 

20,277,000 ., 1898. 
Of this the following amounts were carried to the frontiers and 
ports of Russia :— 


11,757,000 pouds in 1897 ; 
9,351,000 ,, 1898, 
showing that while the general transit increased by over five 
million pouds, the export diminished by over two millions. This 
result was not unexpected, and merely showed that Siberian grain 
could find a market abroad only during the prevalence of high 
prices. Taking the figures in the London market for the years 1893 
to 1896, the average price comes to 81 credit copecks per poud. 
Excluding from this the cost of transit from the stations of the 
Siberian Railways, averaging 50 copecks per poud, 31 copecks 
remained to cover carriage to the railway, sack and brokerage 
expenses at the place of origin and at the ports, as also interest 
on capital from time of purchase to final realisation abroad, not 
less than four months. ‘The comparatively high cost of transit 
of grain by rail was explained by the Government keeping a raised 
tariff for the Siberian Railways to avoid an overflow of Siberian 
grain into European ports. 

Taking into consideration that the annual increase of the pro- 
duction of wheat in India and the Argentine Republic cannot lead 
to a rise in prices in the European markets, and, further, that no 
early reduction in the Siberian Railway tariff can be expected, no 
other conclusion can be come to than that the surplus stocks of 
Siberian grain remain without any well-defined market. Mean- 
while the supply is annually increasing, and, even at the most 
careful estimate, now amounts to over 30 million pouds of surplus 
grain, which is bound to increase in quantity year by year. 

In view of the above, a new and cheaper route for the export 
abroad of Siberian grain became a pressing necessity. 
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New Route for the Export of Siberian Produce. 


Sach is the view officially put forth. It leaves untouched the 
question how much of that surplus stock of Siberian grain may 
any year be needed by neighbouring European Russian provinces 
during the prevalence of bad harvests and famine. The end in 
view was a new route. - 

This route is the Perm-Viatka-Kotlass Railway, now opened for 
traffic. Through Perm, on the one side, in direct railway con- 
nection with Tiumen and the great Siberian Line, and through 
Kotlass, on the Northern Dwina, on the other, in direct river 
-communication with Archangel, this Perm-Kotlass route brings 
the richest grain-growing provinces of Russia to the very waters 
of the Northern Dwina. <A glance ata map will explain at once the 
facilities, of which, however, the most has by no means been made. 

Kotlass, hitherto, was but a small village, about 600 versts from 
Archangel, lying at the junction of the rivers Vychegda and 
Suchona, whence, under the name of the Northern Dwina, or 
double river, they flow together in a broad, though in July 
and August at times very shallow, channel to Archangel, and 
navigable for 44 months by tugs and barges of moderate draft 
and other river craft. 

To further effect the end in view, viz., the export via Perm- 
Kotlass and Archangel of Siberian grain, and, in general, the 
promotion of an export and import trade between Siberia and the 
European markets, agreements had to be contracted with the 
various steamboat companies, owning tugs and lighters on the 
Northern Dwina, and with foreign firms, to arrange regular and 
direct runs between Archangel and British and other continental 
ports at the cheapest possible freights. With this object, 
special consultations were held at Ekaterinburg in April last, with 
representatives of large steamship owners of Rotterdam and 
London. These gentlemen then came on to Archangel from 
Kotlass to make the necessary arrangements. 

The agreements come to with the steamboat companies, and 
confirmed by the higher authorities, and the detailed surveys of 
the conditions of the Northern Dwina River route, and of the port 
accommodations at Archangel, are officially stated to have given 
the fullest satisfaction as to the complete suitability of this new 
route for the export of Siberian produce. 

On 29th August/10th September last, under the presidency of 
Baron N. Wrangel, Commercial Agent of the Siberian State 
Railways, an office of the Commercial Department of the Siberian 
State Railways was opened at Archangel, the inaugural banquet 
being attended by all the authorities, and from the same date, as a 
result of the agreements mentioned above, ‘“ The Siberian Trans- 
marine International Direct Through Service, via Kotlass and 
Archangel” has been opened, this service to include all the 
stations of the Siberian Railway and the following ports:— 
Rotterdam, Amsterdam, Bremen, Hamburg, London, Hull, New- 
castle and Leith. 
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New Route for the Export of Siberian Produce. 


Calculations show that the carriage of grain from Cheliabinsk, 
Kurgan, Omsk and Obi by the Kotlass-Archangel route is from 
4 to 144 copecks cheaper per poud than the St. Petersburg route. 
The total carriage and other expenses from Kotlass to Archangel 
are calculated at 4°53 copecks the poud. From Archangel to 
any of the above-mentioned British or Continental ports, including 
freight and supplementary expenses, the total cost of carriage is 
calculated at 12°53 copecks per poud for wheat, and 14°53 copecks 

er poud for oats. 

As the trade develops, and the bar at Archangel is deepened, 
the sea freight should diminish. 

Grain warehouses and depots have been erected at Kotlass, and, 
as grain bought in winter for export via Archangel can be finally 
realised only in the following May or June, that is, after the 
opening of navigation, the Siberian Railways, with the authorization 
of the Minister of Finance, will issue at all stations money advances 
on grain despatched to Archangel, the grain being stored in these 
specially-constructed granaries at Kotiass to await the opening of 
navigation at Archangel. With reference to this new route it 
must be remembered, too, that for the export via Archangel 
abroad of all ground grain products, a discount of 20 °/, on the 
existing railway tariff has been granted. 

According to the figures of the Archangel office of the Siberian 
Railways, 4,000,000 pouds of grain, mostly wheat, are now stored 
at Kotlass ready for shipment this year at Archangel, while, in 
addition, on the same authority, about 7,000,000 pouds are already 
declared for Kotlass, to be there by May next, and that, altogether, 
15,000,000 pouds are confidently reckoned upon for the coming 
season’s export. According to private estimates, however, these 
figures are excessive, a third of the amounts stated in each being 
considered nearer the mark. 

The difficulties to be experienced are many and great, such as 
the insufficient quantity of river barges and lighters, the absence 
of granaries at Archangel, which will delay the lighters there on 
their arrival from Kotlass on the opening of navigation, and before 
the White Sea is clear of ice, the shallowness of the river between 
Kotlass and Archangel during July and August, greatly limiting 
the loading capacity of the river craft, and the, so far, generally 
primitive and incomplete arrangements made to meet the increased 
traffic both at Kotlass and Archangel, together with the even 
hitherto much felt lack of working hands during the busy timber 
shipping period. 

Not one of the great grain shipping firms of Russia has so far 
come to try its hand at Archangel, but were the Perm-Kotlass line 
continued to that port itself, alongside the ocean steamers, 
there would be greater chances of the grain trade realising the 
hopes formed. At the same time, now that it is started, artificial 
as it is, it will doubtless develop, and experience will remove 
various obstacles and drawbacks, 
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THE NIJNI-NOVGOROD FAIR. 


Although the fairs of the world no longer possess that degree of 
interest which formerly attached to them, chiefly owing to the 
rapid development of the means of communication, yet the 
Russian Empire has retained many fairs the importance of which 
cannot be too highly appreciated in connection with its commerce, 
especially that of the inland provinces. Of all Russian fairs that 
of Nijni-Novgorod always has been and still is by far the most 
important. In fact, it can safely be asserted that this fair is 
the most important in the whole world. 

The Philadelphia “‘ Manufacturer,” in an interesting article on the 
great annual fair at Nijni Novgorod, states that it is 4 matter of ex- 
treme difficulty to specify exactly what is the turn-over of these 
Russian fairs. Early in the present decade an attempt was made by 
the Russian Government to establish the number of fairs yearly held 
in Russia. The result of the enumeration showed that at least 
2,825 were held yearly and that their aggregate turn-over 
amounted to over 600,000,000 roubles. About 82 per cent. of all 
the Russian fairs bear the character of village fairs (bazaars) in 
which all articles needed for rural economy are handled, the trade 
being a direct one between the retail merchants and the peasants. 

An incentive is given to the holding of these fairs by the very 
liberal treatment which is meted out to them by the Russian 
Ministry of Finance, the whoie taxation derived from all the above 
fairs amounting only to 68,4001. a year, or about 48/. per fair. 

The geographical situation of Nijni-Novgorod is a most impor- 
tant factor in developing its magnitude. Situated at the junction 
of the Volga and the Oka, it is extremely convenient for communi- 
cation by water with any part of the empire. A glance at the 
map will show that the various tributaries of the Volga extend to 
the utmost corners of the Czar’s territories. In fact, there is no 
other point in Russia which could be selected and would furnish 
the geographical advantages which Nijni-Novgorod possesses. 
This alone would explain why its fair has always held and still 
holds a unique position in the Russian mercantile world. The 
central industrial governments of European Russia send their 
manufactured goods to the fair; the Ural Mountains their metals ; 
Siberia, its furs, skins, wax, oil, tallow and other agricultural 
products; the Kama its salt, and the Lower Volga its fish; the 
Caucasus, naphtha products and wine; Central Asia, cotton and 
lambskins; Persia its fruits; China its tea; the South-western 
region sugar; the Middle Volga Governments, wheat, timber, and 
other goods; Little Russia, its tobacco; and Western Europe its 
manufactured goods, its groceries and its wines and spirits. A 
vast number of people congregate in its fair. On an average there 
are about 200,000 visitors. Although in general the Nijni-Nov- 
gorod fair has the usual Asiatic colouring, yet the Russian element 
predominates, and the Asiatics form a relatively small percentage. 
The Asiatics chiefly take manufactured goods in exchange for their 
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wares, although they sometimes prefer to make the exchange in 
coin. Many raw materials being dealt in at the fair, the operations 
are participated in by foreigners. The greater part of the dealings 
at the fair are done on credit, and the bills are issued for six, nine, 
and twelve months, or even longer terms, and frequently coincide 
with the periods of the Irbitsk fairs. In general it would be 
impossible to mention any dealings which are not carried on here, 
beginning with the largest and ending with the most insignificant 
retail trade. 

It has been asserted on many sides that the great Siberian 
Railway will alter the fair in many respects, and that it will cause 
the defection of several markets which have hitherto been more or 
less dependent upon the fair; but the place of these most probably 
will be taken by others. The most prominent Russian authorities 
agree, however, in stating that the attendance of merchants will 
go on increasing, and that the fate of the fair will only be doomed 
when we see an entirely new order of things, when Central Asia 
has its own exchanges, banks, and commercial business houses, 
whose staff shall have the same grasp of commercial knowledge as 
their confréres of the west. Had the fair ministered to Russia 
only it would have died out even in our day; but it must be 
remembered that it carries on an enormous trade with the East, 
where culture is at a low ebb, and where the habits and customs 
of the darkest ages of antiquity are still firmly rooted. For these 
reasons therefore the Nijni-Novgorod fair is still in its full vigour, 
and the time has not yet come for it to show any symptom of 
decadence. 

The opening of the fair is held on the 15th of July, with the 
accompaniment of the most religious ceremonies. At this time 
the fair gives the impression of emptiness ; only a few merchants 
have arrived and these are busily engaged arranging their goods. 
By the 25th of July all the shops are in full swing and the great 
majority of the owners and managers have put in an appearance. 
The Siberian traders are the first to appear on the scene, and they 
hasten to satisfy their requirements so as to be in time to get home 
before the winter sets in. Then follow in succession Caucasians, 
Persians, the traders from Central Asia, and the Chinese. Western 
Europeans are generally the latest to reach the place. The 
working day commences very early in the morning. The shops 
open at about 6 o’clock and by 7 o’clock trade is already brisk. 
Important transactions are conducted in the upper private apart- 
ments, over a cup of steaming tea. At the beginning of the fair 
considerable tact and care are requisite on the part of the merchants 
and managers, for any ill-considered move in the way of too rapid 
a reduction in prices or the maintenance of too firm an attitude 
might spoil the market and cause the loss of customers; but once 
prices have become fixed, when the demand has been gauged, and 
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the available supplies ascertained, things go on smoothly of their 
own accord. 

The goods which are chiefly sold at Nijni-Novgorod are the 
following :—Cotton and cotton prints, woollen goods, linen and 
flax goods, cordage of all kinds, silk and cotton-silk goods, furs, 
skins and leather goods, metals, hardware, cutlery, machinery, 
implements and tools, preserved fish, sugar, tea, Bokhara, Khiva, 
Chinese and Persian goods, groceries, wine and spirits from 
Western Europe, &c. 

Hardware is sold to the amount of about 3,000,000 roubles. 
The yearly amount of metals dealt in is given by the latest Russian 
statistics (1897) at 25,000,000 roubles. It is interesting to walk 
along the row of metal houses, where every description of iron and 
steel is to be met with ; sheets are stacked under cover to preserve 
them from rain, while pig, wire, and other descriptions of iron are 
lying in the sand. The iron is unloaded at Nijni by Tartars, who 
remove it on their backs from the hold and deposit it on deck, 
whence it is wheeled in barrows to the warehouses by relays of 
Russian labourers. The delivery of the iron takes place on the 
sands ; there it is weighed in gigantic scales, and, on presentation 
of the proper warrants, the clerk in charge hands it over to the 
labourers, who place it in waggons. To facilitate this a branch of 
the railway is laid down each year on the sands. 

To meet the requirements of Asiatic visitors to the fair, 
Armenians, Persians and Siberians especially, a demand has arisen 
for articles made of low class wrought iron as well as of tin-ware 
suitable for the East. At times when the Asiatics are in a position 
profitably to dispose of their wares, the demand for this class of 
goods is increased. In the warehouses there can be seen wicker 
hampers packed with tin buckets, nails, screws, rivets, bolts, 
chains, horseshoes and all kinds of iron and hardware used in 
carriage and sledge building. The tools and implements chiefly 
sold are scythes and sickles, bill hooks, tools for turners, car- 
penters, blacksmiths, waggon makers, coopers and the like. Brass 
door-handles also form an important item. A considerable 
quantity of foreign-made tools are brought to the fair, the greater 
part of which comes from Germany and Great Britain. In 1897 
the yearly turnover in tools alone amounted to more than 5,000,000 
roubles. Brass-ware finds an ever-increasing sale, the principal 
outlet being Central Asia, Siberia, and Persia, where that metal is 
in high esteem for the making of pans, jugs and bowls for church 
use. Samovars also are largely exported to the East, and, for that 
market, they are made of a special pattern—somewhat in the form 
of a watermelon—whilst the jugs have a long narrow neck. 

The machinery section is chiefly represented by the following 
categories: Lifting machinery, printing machinery, paper making 
machinery, milling and grinding machinery, machinery used in 
the manufacture of chocolate and toilet requisites, steam engines, 
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boilers, pumps, (Worthington pumps, Tangyes’, Dehna and Weisse, 
and Monski), electrical machinery, textile machinery, chemical 
apparatus, machine-tools, &c. 

Undoubtedly, however, cotton goods are the most important item 
of trade in Nijni. According to the latest Russian returns of the 
cotton goods sold, their value varies between 60 and 70 million 
roubles, the greater portion of which is obtained from Moscow, 
Warsaw, and Lodz. It is noticeable that the manufacturers of 
Lodz do not sell the goods on the spot, but are represented by 
travellers or agents who, armed with samples, move from room to 
room in the various hotels and book their orders. This practice is 
gradually finding more and more favour among most foreign manu- 
facturers. Fancy cottons find but little sale at the fair, the bulk of 
the transactions being in heavy goods. The taste and vagaries of 
different places have much to do with the matter and it is curious 
to note how national peculiarities are manifested in the choosing 
of the one or the other kind of goods. A very large quantity of 
bright-coloured prints is sold among the Volga population, scarlet 
being the favourite colour, whilst the design also must be striking. 
The Siberian demand runs largely on the same descriptions, but 
the designs are not so bright and novelties are not so much sought 
after. ‘The Central-Asiatic markets require light and _bright- 
coloured goods with peculiar designs and exaggerated patterns. 
Bokhara, on the other hand, demands a very special class of goods ; 
not only is the design peculiar but even the length and width of 
the pieces are unusual. The same remarks also apply to Persia. 
Special descriptions are required also for China and Mongolia, and 
the same class is available for Afghanistan and Cashgar. Cotton 
yarns have been decreasing, although the last returns show the 
the fairly large sum of 3,000,000 roubles. 

A considerable amount of hosiery is furnished by foreign 
countries, the value of which is placed at 4,000,000 roubles, the 
chief outlets for which are Siberia and Central Asia. The sale of 
ready-made clothing is fast increasing. Boots and shoes are chiefly 
of Russian make, and are sold to the amount of about 1,500,000 
roubles, about 300 dealers being engaged in this trade. <A few 
years ago, an extraordinary demand existed for felt shoes, 
principally for ladies’ wear, but this does not now attain such 
large dimensions. A considerable trade is also done in Eastern 
boots and shoes for the Chinese market. The trade in oil, paint, 
varnishes and colours is of some importance, aggregating about 
3,000,000 roubles, the supplies being almost exclusively foreign, 
brought chiefly from St. Petersburg. A considerable business is 
done in sweetmeats and jams, over 3,500 tons having been sold in 
one season. Soap is sold to the amount of 500,000 roubles, 
chiefly from Moscow, St. Petersburg, and Western Europe. 

By the 25th of August the wholesale trade has been transacted, 
and on the 10th of September retailers close their doors. 
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It is impossible to give an estimate at all reliable as to the actual 
value of transactions carried on at this unique fair; as a rule, however, 
it would seem that the figures are placed mucb too low, inasmuch 
as official Russian Government returns show a turnover of between 
175,000,000 and 200,000,000 roubles (from 17,500,0001. to 
20,000,0007.) 


IMPORT TRADE OF BRITISH AND GERMAN COAL 
INTO HAMBURG IN 1899. 


The following Memorandum on the Import Trade of British and 
German Coal into Hamburg in 1899, drawn up by H.M. Consul- 
General at that port, has been received at the Board of Trade 
through the Foreign Office :— 

A forcible illustration of the rapid development of the commerce 
and industry of Hamburg during the past decade is afforded by 
the fact that the total importations of coal into Hamburg, which 
in 1889 amounted to 2,296,780 tons, increased last year to 
4,065,930 tons. 

Both British and German coal have shared in this increase, as 
will be seen from the following figures, viz. :— 


Annual Importations of Coal into Hamburg. 
Year. 
British Coal. | German Coal. 
| Tons. Tons. 
1896 abs 1,797,000 1,410,810 
1897 sie 2,156,000 1,452,090 


It was pointed out in the report on the local import trade of 
Hamburg for 1898 (Foreign Office, Miscellaneous Series, No. 489), 
that, providing the British coal market returned to its normal 
condition, the fall in the importations of coal from the United 
Kingdom to Hamburg during that year would, most probably, be 
succeeded by a corresponding increase during 1899, whilst the 
increase in the quantities of Westphalian coal imported to 
Hamburg in 1898 would, nevertheless, most likely be maintained 
during the following year at the same figure. The preceding 
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table will show that this view has turned out to be correct ; for 
the importations of British coal during 1899 show an excess of 
375,000 tons above those for 1898, whilst the importations in 1899 
of German coal to Hamburg (all of which came from Westphalia 
and Rhenish Prussia) are about the same as in the preceding year, 
that is to say, only 6,350 less than in 1898, 

The falling-off in the arrivals of British coal at Hamburg in 
1898 was mainly due to the effect of the long-continued Welsh 
strike, and has thus been merely a temporary interruption in the 
steady growth of the coal import trade of the United Kingdom, 
which, in spite of the increasing competition of the Westphalian 
product, and of the assistance granted by the Prussian Govern-— 
ment to the coal trade between Westphalia and Hamburg in the 
form of preferential railway rates, has been successfully main- 
tained. 

The interests of the coal industry, both in the United Kingdom 
and in Germany, were saved last year from the prejudicial effects 
of serious labour disputes, so that this important industry in both 
countries was able to participate fully in the general extension of 
all other branches of industry and commerce which has taken 
place during the last few years in a more or less considerable 
degree, more especially in the German Empire. Coal and iron 
were in greater demand in Germany in 1899 than ever before, and 
the Westphalian and Rhenish mines, though they reserved larger 
quantities of coal for their inland customers than in previous 
years, and. were consequently also not in a position to export more 
largely to Hamburg, found it impossible to meet a portion of the 
German home demands, either for coal or coke, and it is stated 
that some of the Westphalian ironworks were at times obliged to 
import their coke supplies form Great Britain. 

British coal mines, on the contrary, are said to have been fully 
able to meet all demands made upon them from abroad as well as 
at home, during the first nine or ten months of 1899, without even 
raising their prices. But, when the war in South Africa broke 
out, the aspect of the coal market in the United Kingdom entirely 
changed, and a rapid rise took pluce in prices. 

The year 1899 accordingly closed with limited stocks of, and 
high quotations for, all kinds of coal and coke, both in the 
United Kingdom and in Germany, 

How long this present condition of the coal market will continue 
it is at present difficult to say. It should, however, be remarked 
that of late the attention of importers in Germany, as well as else- 
where, has been directed to the possibility of importing coal from 
America; some quantities of American coal are stated now already 
to be annually shipped to certain Mediterranean ports which 
formerly used to take all their supplies from Wales and Newcastle. 
On the other hand, also, some of the larger German steamship 
companies, as well as private shipowners, are said to be seriously 
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considering the advisability of substituting oil, petroleum, or coal 
dust, for coal; whilst in several modern vessels of the German 
Imperial Navy, “ Massont” has already been adopted as fuel in the 
place of coal. 

It may be here added that Westphalian and Rhenish coal mine 
owners, as well as the representatives of other industries, are said 
to have again made serious complaints last year to the Prussian 
Government regarding the great want of sufficient railway trucks 
for the transport of coal to inland German markets, especially 
during the last months of the year, when the demand is always 
greatest. In so far as regards the traffic between the Westphalian 
coalfields and Hamburg, it was hoped by the Government that, 
after completion of the recently opened Dortmund-Ems Canal, a 
portion of the railway traffic to the port of Hamburg would be 
diverted by the use of that waterway; but it now appears that 
the canal in question is not of sufficient depth for being used by 
the class of sea-going lighters by the use of which alone a profit- 
able carrying trade could be done. 


TRADE OF BRITISH INDIA IN 1898-99. 


The India Office have just issued the annual “Review and 
Tables relating to the Trade of British India.” Statistics of Indian 
trade are given for the year ended 31st March, 1899, prefaced by 
a report by Mr. J. E. O’Conor, Director-General of Statistics to 
the Government of India, in which it is stated that in the year 
under review the total import trade was not in excess of the 
average, and imports of merchandise were indeed smaller than in 
any of the preceding five years. The export trade was not six per 
cent. larger than the trade of 182-93, six years previously ; not 
two and three-quarters per cent. larger than the trade of 1894-95, 
five years previously ; and less than one and a-half per cent. in 
excess of the trade of 1895-96, four years previously. There is no 
occasion therefore to point to the value of Indian trade last year, 
even though it is larger than has hitherto been reached, with any 
particular complacency, for the consideration cannot be rejected 
that, large as the value was, it might reasonably have been ex- 
pected to be larger. If it be remembered that the two immediately 
preceding years were exceptionally bad years, and a comparison is 
drawn, as is done below, with two other ordinary years of the 
series, the apparently excessive and exceptional increase in the 
year assumes its true proportions, and the perspective is corrected. 

The truth is that the trade of the year, exceptionally good as it 
seemed to be, compared with the depression of the two preceding years, 
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would have been much better if the conditions had been entirely 
favourable. They were not. The effects of the famine, which was so 
prominent a factor in influencing Indian commercial relations in 
1896-97 and 1897-98, were mitigated by the autumn harvest which 
was brought to market in 1897 ; they disappeared from Northern 
India after the spring harvest of 189 was reaped, but the prices 
of food grains, though they began to fall in October, 1897, did not 
resume the level of the period before the famine until the autumn 
harvest of 1898 was assured. In Southern and Western India, 
moreover, the restoration to normal agricultural conditions was by 


no means so rapid and complete as in Northern India. 

The subjoined table shows the foreign sea-borne trade of British 
India during the past five financial years, and the proportion passing 
through the Suez Canal :— 


moe 1894-95. 1895-96. 1896-97. 1897-98. 1898-99. 
Sza-Borne TRADE. Rx. Rx. Rx. Rx. Rx. 
Imports— 
Private Merchandise 70,167,438 | 69,316,395 | 71,793,829 | 69,266,663 | 68,380,341 
Government Stores 3,361,555 3,620,358 E 4,323,544 4,380,372 3,721,187 
Total Merchandise ...) 73,528,993 72,936,753 76,117,373 73,647,035 72,101,528 
Percentage via Suez Canal 84:02 83°75 85°50 83°92 85°69 
Treasure... 9,581,207 13,367 .986 13,084,563 20,530,617 17,895,613 
Percentage via Suez Canal 77°08 71°59 71°63 74:16 60°61 
Total Imports 83,110,200 86,304,739 89,201,936 94,177,652 89,997,141 
Exports— 
Private Merchandise— 
Indian Produce and 
Manufactures .| 103,757,585 | 109,545,624 99,880,660 93,786,101 109,350,277 
Foreign do. 5,057,414 4,717,516 4,033,637 8,751,172 3,371,196 
Government Stores 98,77 71,598 69,799 95,508 78,252 
Total Merchandise ...! 108,913,778 | 114,334,738 | 103,984,096 97,632,781 | 112,799,72 
Percentage via Suez Canal 60°22 61°72 60°17 58°89 66°19 
Treasure... 8,226,072 4,259,811 4,937,496 7,148,647 7,411,421 
Percentage via Suez Canal 82°39 58°25 43°58 33°01 56°27 
Total Exports .| 117,139,850 | 118,594,549 | 108,921,592 | 104,781,428 | 120,211,146 
Total Sea-Borne Trade ...| 200,250,050 | 204,899,288 | 198,125,528 | 198,959,080 | 210,208,287 
Percentage via Suez Canal 70°67 70°13 70°24 66°64 68°02 
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The Board of Trade have received through the Foreign Office, 
copy of a memorandum on the German sugar industry by the 
Commercial Attaché to H.M. Embassy at Berlin, which states that 
during the 1898-99 sugar year, the official figures for which have 
been recently published, there were 402 beet sugar factories at 
work, besides 49 refineries and six independent molasses factories. 
They produced altogether (after making due allowance for all 
kinds of sugars turned out, reduced to equivalent of raw sugar, 
1,722,429 metric tons, as compared with 1,844,400 in the season 
1897-98. The 402 factories used 12,150,642 metric tons of 
beets which were grown on 426,458 hectares of land. The average 
price for 100 kilos. of beets was 1.83 marks. The yield of beets was 
28°5 metric tons per hectare, or less than that of the former by 2°8 
metric tons, but the quantity of sugar contained in them was greater. 

The exportation of sugar of Class A (raw sugar) was 499,603 
metric tons, as compared with 478,941 in the previous year. This 
increase went chiefly to the United States, to British North 
America, to Denmark, and to Sweden. To the United Kingdom 
there was a smaller exportation (17,342 metric tons decrease), and 
also to the free port of Hamburg (37,848 metric tons decrease). 

The exportation of sugar of Class B (candy, loaf, and lump 
sugar) was 436,785, as compared with 478,812 metric tons in the 
previous year; the decrease is chiefly to be found in exports to 
British India and to Japan. 

The exportation of sugar of Class C (sugar of at least 98 per 
cent. polarisation), also shows a decrease, as only 19,827 metric tons 
were exported instead of 25,116. The decrease is in the exports to 
Great Britain and Japan, whereas to Uruguay the exports were 
larger than before. 

During the last season, there were consumed in the Empire (as 
shown by the tax on consumption, and by the duty on imported 
sugar), 680,331 metric tons of sugar, as against 636,399 in the 
previous year; this gives a consumption per head of the population 
of 12°38 kilos. of sugar, as compared with 11-75 in the previous year. 

In connection with the state of the sugar prospects, it may here 
be mentioned that in the year’s beet crop, a new kind of beet root 
disease has been found pretty frequently which, for some years past, 
has been seen occasionally. It consists in a sort of scurfy destruc- 
tion of the outside tissues in the thickest part of the beet where 
it prevents the growth. One of these diseased beets has the appear- 
ance of having had its growth impeded by a tight ring or band round 
its naturally thickest part, so that the proper shape is quite de- 
formed. This disease appears especially frequently now in the district 

between Oschersleben, Brunswick, and Hidesheim, which is the 
‘very centre of the beet district, and, therefore, gives rise to 
considerable anxiety. An enquiry into this almost unknown 
disease is being made by the Biological Department of the Sanitary 
Board of the Empire ; and with the growth of the next crop a 
special study of the disease will be scientifically carried out. 
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“ L’Economiste Francais” publishes the following particulars of 
the French silk and woollen industries in 1898 :— 

When in 1897 the production of Lyons silk was valued at the 
unparalleled figure of 405,000,000 francs, it was thought that such 
an exceptional state of affairs could not be maintained. he year 
1898, however, improved on this amount by over 10,000,000 francs. 
This is the more satisfactory when it is remembered that pessi- 
mistic opinion seemed to be justified by the state of affairs. In 
fact, fashion, turning to simplicity of effect, and the use of woollen 
materials, has not been favourable for some time past to the use of 
silks in costumes or mantles. This, however, has been more than 
counteracted by the increased consumption.in the manufacture of 
umbrellas, lamp shades, fans, the innumerable trifles now to be 
found in every household, and those articles—-used by the lower 
classes as well as the rich—such as hat ribbons, &c. There are, how- 
ever, other points in connection with this industry to be considered. 
In 1898, Italy produced 8,790,040 kilogs. as against 8,698,604 
kilogs., the output of France. This is a small difference, but it shows 
that France is no longer in the first rank. Sericulture too, in France, 
is of less importance than formerly; in spite of bounties the 
number of persons actually engaged has constantly diminished 
since 1894 (154,733 in 1894, and 123,288 in 1898, a decrease of 
‘20 per cent). This is due in a great measure to the improved 
position of other agricultural industries, and although French silk 
formed but an insignificant part of the world’s production as 
regards quantity, in point of quality it occupied the first rank. 

Exports of silk from France also show a decrease, for 3,591,900 
kilogrammes, worth 190,976,000 francs, in 1897, was followed by 
3,178,100 kilogrammes, valued at 169,808,000 francs, in 1898. 
Slightly increased exports to Switzerland, Belgium, Turkey, and 
Egypt, were more than counterbalanced by the decreased export to 
England, for the latter country received but 77,592,000 francs worth 
in 1898, as against 95,620,000 in 1897. This is all the more 
significant when it is remembered that London is rapidly becoming 
the great centre for the consumption of the world’s silk. In 1891 
Great Britain received silk stuffs to the value of 86,000,000 of 
francs, and during the last three years 250,000,000 francs worth. 

The wool industry in France has been in a more or less critical 
condition for the past 12 years. It has experienced some bright 
periods, but they have been of short duration, and the struggle 
has been pursued with more courage than success. 

The weaving industry, however, has been less tried. Certain 
branches of manufacture, like that of ‘‘ Amazone” cloth, have 
flourished, but the old kinds have been neglected. It is no longer 
to be doubted that English produce is competing more and more 
effectively against French on all the markets of the world. French 
exports of woollen stuffs have decreased from 23,529,600 kilo- 
grammes in 1897, to 19,345,000 kilogrammes in 1898, a loss of 
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4,000,000 kilogrammes, valued at 40,000,000 francs. The activity 
of the industry in the United States—formerly the chief market 
for French goods—has had considerable effect on the position held 
by European nations in the wool markets of the world. 


THE IMPORTATION OF LIVE STOCK, &c., INTO 
NEW SOUTH WALES. 


The following Proclamation regulating the importation of stock, 
fodder, fittings, &c., into New South Wales, was issued by the 
Governor of that colony on the 8th September, 1899 :-— 

Whereas by section 10 of the “Imported Stock Act of 1871,” 
the Governor may, by Proclamation in the Government Gazette, 
restrict or absolutely prohibit for any specified time the importation 
or introduction of any stock, fodder, or fittings from any other 
colony or country in which there is reason to believe any infectious 
or contagious disease in stock exists: And whereas there is reason 
to believe that certain infectious and contagious diseases exist in 
some of the countries of Europe, Asia, Africa, America, and in 
colonies other than the Australian Colonies: Now, therefore, 
I, William, Earl Beauchamp, the Governor aforesaid, do, by this 
my Proclamation, hereby restrict, as set forth in Schedule A hereto, 
and absolutely prohibit, as set forth in Schedule B hereto, for a 
period of two years from the date hereof, the importation or 
introduction into this colony of the stock, articles or things 
mentioned in the said Schedules from the countries or colonies 
therein named :— 

SCHEDULE A. 

ImMporTED Stock Acr or 1871, THe ImporTED Stock Act 
AMENDMENT Act oF 1884, and THE ImporTED Stock ACT 
FuRTHER AMENDMENT Act, 1896. 

Stock and Fittings from places outside the Australian Colonies which 
may be admitted subject to the Restrictions and Regulations mentioned 
in this Schedule. 


Description of Country or Colony - 
Stock or Articles | from which Stock Restrictions and Regulations. 
or things. come. 


*Cattle, sheep, wat From Great Britain} All such stock imported from Great 

swine. and Ireland, Ger-| Britain and Ireland shall be shipped at 
many, Belgium,) the Ports of London, Liverpool, or 
the United States} Glasgow; from Germany, at the Ports 
of America, and| of Hamburg and Bremen; from Belgium, 
Canada at the Port of Antwerp; from the 
United States, at the Port of New 
York ; and from Canada, at the Port of 
Vancouver; and all such stock shall 
be introduced and dealt with in 
accordance with the regulations under 
the above-named Act in force for the 
time being. 


* Cattle subject to tuberculin test. 
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The Importation of Live Stock, &c., into New South Wales. 


Description of 
Stock or Articles 
or things. 


* Horses and camels 


Dogs 


Goats, deer, ante- 
lopes, llamas, buf- 
falo, and other 
wild ruminants. 


Fittings (including 
stalls, fittings,and 
premises for the 
keeping or con- 
fining of cattle or 
sheep), and all 
brushes, combs, 
rugs, mats, halters, 
and head-stalls or 
other articles. 


Country or Colony 
from which Stock 
come, 


Restrictions and Regulations. 


From any country 
or colony other 
than a country or 
colony in Africa 
and the Indian 
Archipelago. 


. From any country 


or colony except 
a country or 
colony in Africa 
and the Indian 
Archipelago. 

From any country 
or colony other 
than a country or 
colony in Africa 
and the Indian 
Archipelago. 
From any country 
or colony except a 
country or colony 
in Africa and the 
Indian Archipel- 
ago. 


All such horses and camels shall be intro- 
duced and dealt with in accordance 
with the above-mentioned regulations, 


All such dogs shall be introduced and 
dealt with in accordance with the 
above-mentioned regulations. 


All such stock may be admitted for any 
Zoological Society, but shall be dealt 
with in accordance with the above- 
mentioned regulations, 


Fittings may be landed, provided the 
permission of the Chief Inspector of 
Stock is obtained, but subject to disin- 
fection as required by the above-men- 
tioned regulations. 


* Horses subject to mallein test. 


SCHEDULE B. 
Stock, articles, or things from places outside the Australian Colonies 


which are absolutely prohibited from being introduced into the 
Colony of New South Wales. 


Description of Stock, Articles, or things. 


From what Country or Colony. 


Cattle, sheep, and swine ae se 


Horses, camels, dogs, goats, deer, ante- 
lopes, llamas, buffalo, and other wild 


ruminants 


Cattle, sheep, swine, horses, camels, 


dogs, goats, deer, 


antelopes, llamas, 


buffalo, and other wild ruminants ... 


All kinds of carcases, 


hides, skins, wool, 


hair, horns, hoofs, and bones 


All fodder (including hay, straw, litter, 
grass, green crop, grain, corn, and 
anything commonly used for, or with 


or about, stock 


Litter, bedding and manure 


Are absolutely prohibited from all coun- 
tries other than Great Britain and 
Ireland, Germany, Belgium, the United 
States of America, and Canada. 

From any country or colony in Africa 
and the Indian Archipelago. 


From any country or colony by any ves- 
sel which, with such stock on board, has 
called at any port in the Indian Archi- 
pelago. 


Put on board a vessel from any country 
or colony not being an Australian 
Colony for the use of or in any way con- 
nected with stock from such country or 
colony or with which such stock have 
been in contact. 


[This Proclamation is in lieu of that dated 2nd November, 1897, 
and published in the Government Gazette of the same date. ] 


| 
| 
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The Importation of Live Stock, &c., into New South Wales. 


Importep Stock Act or 1871, THe Importep Srock Acr 
AMENDMENT Act or 1884, anp ImporTED Srock Act 
FurTHER AMENDMENT AcT oF 1896. 


The following Regulation, made by His Excellency the Governor, 
with the advice of the Executive Council, for carrying into effect 
the provisions of the above-named Acts with regard to the applica- 
tion of the mallein and tuberculin test to horses or cattle 
intended to be shipped to this colony, and the duration of quaran- 
tine for stock, is hereby published for general information. 


Application of Mallein and Tuberculin Tests to Horses and Cattle. 


All horses intended to be shipped from any place other than any 
of the Australian Colonies (which include Tasmania and New 
Zealand) shall, before being shipped, be subjected by the veterinary 
surgeon appointed to examine and grant certificates of health for 
stock intended to be shipped for this colony to a mallein test, and 
all cattle from any such place shall be subjected to a tuberculin 
test ; and, if any of such horses or cattle shall, in the opinion of 
such veterinary surgeon, react to such test, he will refuse to grant 
a certificate of health, and such horses or cattle, as the case may 
be, shall not be admitted into this colony. 

This regulation to take effect three months after the date of 
issue. 


Duration of Quarantine for Stock from places outside the Australian 
Colonies. 


The several kinds of stock from places outside the Australian 
Colonies mentioned below admitted to quarantine shall remain 
therein for the respective periods herein specified, dating from the 
day of removal from the vessel, namely :— 


Sheep, if imported from the United Kingdom 30 ,, 
Sheep, if imported from any other colony or 


country outside the Australian Colonies ... 60 ,, 
Buffaloes, goats, deer, antelopes, llamas, and 

Dogs... ove vis ... 6 months. 


If any stock are not removed at the expiration of their term of 
quarantine, they shall, after not less than 14 days’ notice has been 
given to the owner, be sold or otherwise disposed of as the 
Minister may direct. 
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TARIFF AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 
ST. VINCENT. 


A communication has been received at the Board of Trade from 
‘ the Administrator of St. Vincent, enclosing a 
ene ad schedule of the import and export duties 
Duties. now in force in that island, from which 
it appears that no alterations have been effected in the Customs 
tariff rates on imports as compared with the rates levied in 1899. 
A copy is also forwarded of an Ordinance enacting, as in 1899, 
that in addition to the duties and rates on imports set forth in the 
above-mentioned schedule, a further duty of one-tenth ot such 
duties and rates shall be levied during the present year. 

A further Ordinance, entitled “The Export Tax Ordinance, 
1899,” abolishes the general export duties on sugar, rum, and 
molasses, which by Ordinance No. 13 of 1898 were suspended from 
Ist April, 1898, to 31st March, 1899. The export duties hitherto 
leviable in aid of immigration will, however, continue to be levied 
upon the articles in question for the present. 


BRITISH CENTRAL AFRICA PROTECTORATE. 


The Board of Trade have received through the Foreign Office 

Tariff notification of the following new provisions 

Modifications affecting the Customs Tariff of the British 
Central Africa Protectorate :— 

(1) A notice, dated 24th July, 1899, declares the importation 
of coins legally circulating within the Protectorate to be exempt 
from Customs duties, but not from wharfage, road, and river dues. 

(2) The following valuations, for the assessment of duties, have 
been placed on chillies, tobacco, and rubber :— 


Chillies vt .. perton 10 0 0 
Tobacco (unmanufactured) . perlb 0 4 
Tobacco (manufactured) 0 0 9 
Rubber 02 8 


The valuations on chillies and tobacco came into force on 
Ist September last ; that on rubber has retrospective effect from 
29th December, 1898. 


RUSSIA. 


A Circular issued by the Russian Customs Department on the 

11th/23rd December last, notifies that Fison’s 

Classification. Sheep-dipping Powder, when imported into 

ussia, shall be cleared under point 2 of 

section 91 of the Customs Tariff (duty 30 copecks per poud), as in 

the case of Cooper’s Powder ; and shall be subject to the same 

conditions as were laid down for the importation of the latter 
article in Customs Circular No. 14,642 of 1891. 
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Tariff and Customs Regulations. 


FRANCE. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 
copy of a despatch from H.M. Ambassador at 
Parle, that M. Breton, Deputy for the 
pension of Dutics. Department of the Cher, has laid upon the table 
of the Chamber of Deputies a Bill proposing the temporary 
suspension of the Customs duties on coal, on the ground that 
enormous injury is being done to French industries by the present 
high price of coal in France. 

M. Breton also laid on the table of the Chamber a Bill for the 
suspension of the Customs duties on pig-iron, steel, and manu- 
factured iron, alleging the difficulty of procuring in France 
sufficient quantities of these materials for the large works now in 
progress in connection with the Exhibition, the Paris Underground 
Railway, the extension of the railway lines, and the creation of 
new lines of tramways. 

The Bills have been referred for the consideration of the Customs 
Committee of the Chamber. 


FRANCE—SENEGAL. 


The French “ Journal Officiel ” publishes a Decree imposing a duty 
of 5 per cent. ad valorem on caoutchouc ex- 

Senegal. The principal provisions 
- rubber. of this Decree are the following :— 

Article 1.—Caoutchouc, the produce of Senegal, is submitted on 
exportation from that colony to a duty of 5 per cent. ad valorem. 

The value of a unit weight of this product is fixed according to 
a valuation determined each year by a decree of the Governor- 
General of French West Africa. 

Article 2.—The Decree of 18th April, 1899, establishing export 
duties in the former colony of the French Soudan is annulled. 

Article 3.—All other legislation affecting the Customs régime of 
Senegal is confirmed so far as it does not conflict with the present 
Decree. 

Article 4.—The present Decree does not apply to Casamance, 
where the existing export duties are maintained unaltered. 
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SPAIN. 
New Customs Tariff—(continued from p. 159). 


New Minimum Rates under Tariff 
of 1900.—(Rates applicable to 


Former 
a2 Articles. Minimum British Produce.) 
Rates. 
i glis 
Equivalents. 
CLASS II. Pes. c. Pes. c. 


METALS AND ALL MANU- 
FACTURES INTO WHICH 
METAL ENTERS AS A 
PRINCIPAL ELEMENT. 

Group 3.—JZron, malleable, 

P Sorged or rolled, and Steel. 
34 | Scraps of malleable iron or} 100 Kilogs. 1 35 | 100 Kilogs. 1 35 | _Cwt. 0 
steel (12). 
35 | Steel in ingots, and iron in - 5 00 ‘ 5 00 "5 0 
rough bars (“ tochos’’) (13). 
36 | Fine crucible steel, in bars, és 25 00 ¥y 25 00 0 
hoops, and sheets (14). 
37 | Wrought iron and steel rails * 6 00 ree 6 00 - 0 
- 38 | Wrought iron and steel, in ” 9 50 os 9 50 a 0 
bars of all kinds. 
39 | Wrought iron and steel, in Pa 10 00 ra 10 00 ‘a 0 
tires and wheels weighing 
more than 100 kilogs., for 
locomotives and railwaycar- 
riages ; fish plates; chairs 
and sleepers; straight axles 
and springs. 

40 | Wrought iron or steel wheels} 18 50 18 50 6 

of 100 kilogs. or less, for 

carriages and waggons. 

41 | Wrought iron or steel, in bent ‘+ 16 00 es 16 00 

axles and winches, 

42 | Wrought iron and steel, in ” 10 70 re 10 70 Pe 0 4 44 

sheets of a thickness of 3 

millims. or more (15). 

43 | Ditto, ditto, in sheets less than 13 00 13 00 

3 millims. in thickness, and 

hoop iron (15). 


(12) Old rails, connecting plates, axles, files, iron and steel and springs, and 
in general all useless pieces of iron or steel are included in this number. 

(13) By “iron in rough bars” (“tochos”) is understood rough wrought iron in 
lumps or prisms, and round iron, or iron in any other form, containing dross or slag. 
Wroucht iron containing dross has an unequal and rough surface. Wrought iron 
in lumps or prisms, not containing dross, will pay duty as iron in bars. In cases 
of doubt, this class of iron will be submitted for examination to the “School of 
Mines,” which will determine its classification. 

(14) Crucible steel is distinguished from bars and other pieces of iron or 
common steel by its bright and clean edges ; the surface is very smooth, of a bluish 
colour and darker than that of iron, and its fracture shows a fine close grain. This 
steel is generally imported in the shape of round, square, octagonal, triangular, or 
flat bars. 

(15) By “hoop iron” (“flejes”’) is understood flat bands of iron of a thickness 
of less than 3 millim, and a width not exceeding 160 millim/ 
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New Minimum Rates under Tariff 
of 1900. (Rates applicable to 
p= British luce. 

al Rates 
English 
Tariff Rates. Equivalents. 
| 
Pes. c. | Pes. £ os. d. 
44 | Iron and steel in sheets, cold) 100 Kilogs.16 00 | 100Kilogs.16 00 | Cwt. 0 6 6 
rolled, corrugated, or perfo- 
rated, galvanized or not(16). 


45 | Iron and steel, in rough pieces, 12 50 | 12 50 1 

neither turned, adjusted nor 

polished, weighing 25 kilogs. | 

or more each piece (17). | 

46 | Ditto, ditto, in pieces weigh- e 19 00 | 

ing less than 25 kilogs., and 

horse-shoes (17). 

47 | Ditto, in tubes of all kinds, ss 24 00 nA 24 00 i a) 

including those galvanized 

or covered with sheet brass, 

48 | Ditto, in barrels, not finished,| Kilog. 1 00 | Kilog. 1 00 ss os 

for portable fire-arms, 

49 | Ditto, in screws, nuts, bolts, 100 Kilogs.21 00 | 100 Kilogs.21 00 . 0 8 63 

and rivets (18). 

50 | Ditto, in nails, screw nails > 25 00 * 25 00 = 010 2 
with grooved heads, hook 
nails, and tacks (18). 

Nails for upholsterers, even 20 00 * 20 00 ra 08 2 
if gilt or silvered (while 
the Swiss-Spanish Commer- 
cial Treaty remains in 
Force). 

Nails for shoeing animals bs 15 00 x 15 00 a 06 1 
(while the Commercial 
Treaty between Spain and 
Norway remains in force). 

51 | Wrought iron and steel, in 55 00 | 55 00 

| 


‘ files and other fine tools, 
for the use of artizans, Kc. 
52 | Iron and steel wire of +43, of * 12 00 - 12 00 pst 0 4 103 


a millim. up to 1 centim. in 
diameter, or from No. 30 to 
PP. Paris standard (19). 

53 | Ditto, ditto, of 3, toy, of a 5 16 00 va 16 00 * 0 6 6 
millim. in diameter, or from 
No. 8 to No. 50 of the 
French “Carcasse” stan- 
dard (19). 


(16) Common sheet iron may be distinguished from polished sheet iron by 
scales of oxide of iron detaching themselves when one of the corners is doubly 
bent; this does not occur with polished sheet iron. 

(17) Rough pieces of iron or steel, neither turned, adjusted nor polished, even if 
intended for machinery, shall pay duty under No. 46 or No. 46, according to weight. 

(18) By screw nails with grooved heads are understood those for the adjustment 
of which the use of a hand-brace or screw-wrench is necessary. Other screws, with or 
without nuts, pay duty under No. 49. 

(19) By wire is understood any metal thread, whatever the shape of its transverse 
section may be, which can be passed through the English gauge ; when the section 
is not cylindrical the number of the Tariff embracing the smallest diameter of the 
section shall be applied. As regards cylindrical wire, that from ;43; millim. up to 
1 centim. in diameter shall pay under No. 52, and all other under No. 53. 
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New Spanish Customs Tariff. 


Articles. 


Former 
Minimum 


New Minimum Rates under Tariff 
of 1900.—(Rates applicable to 


British Produce.) 


Rates, 


Tariff Rates. 


English 
Equivalents. 


58 


60 


Tron and steel wire gauze, not 
worked, having up to 20 
warp threads to the inch 
(20). 

Ditto, not worked, of more 
than 20 warp threads to the 
inch (20). 

Tron and steel wire, manu- 
factured into cables, barbed 
fence wire, springs for fur- 
niture, Paris nails, and 
similar articles. 

Wroughtiron or steel anchors, 
chains for vessels, machines, 
and capstans ; axles, tires, 
springs for carriages (other 
than railway carriages and 
tramcars), switches, signal 
dises, 

Wrought iron and steel in 
large pieces, composed of 
bars or of bars and plates 
secured by bolts or rivets ; 
and the same unriveted, 
bored and cut to measure, 
for bridges, framework, and 
other constructions, water 
tanks, and similar manufac- 
tures for industrial purposes, 
and frames for railway car- 
riages and waggons. 

Iron,in other kinds of ordinary 
manufactures in which sheet 
iron predominates, whether 
coated with lead, tin, or zinc, 
or painted or varnished, or 
not. 

Similar manufactures of iron 
or steel, fine, ¢.e., polished, 
coated with porcelain, or 
with ornamentation of 
other metals; also bed- 
steads of iron tubes covered 
with sheet brass. 

THouschold utensils of wrought 
iron or steel, enamelled or 
coated with —_poreclain 
(while the Swiss-Spanish 
Cemmercial Treaty remains 


in force). 


(20) For the application of the duty under this number only the warp threads 
comprised in each Spanish inch of 23 millims, are counted. 


Pes. 
100 Kilogs. 25 C0 


100 Kilogs.18 75 


13 00 


17 00 


32 00 


36 00 


20 00 


Pes. c. | 
100 Kilogs.25 00 Cwt. 


Kilog. .... 1 00 


100 Kilogs.18 75 


13 00 


00 


32 00 


36 00 


9 20 00 


& 8s. d. 
010 2 


bo 


| 
| 
| 
39 » 018 0 
| 
= | ” | a: S 
| 
| | 
| 
| 
| 
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| New Minimum Rates under Tariff 


of 1900. (Rates applicable to 


Former 
= Tariff Rate English 
Equivalents. 
Pes. c. Pes. c. £8. d. 
61 | Iron and steel in other com-|100 Kilogs. 25 00 |100 Kilogs.25 00 | Cwt. 010 2 
mon manufactures in which 
sheet iron does not predomi- 
nate, whether coated with 
lead, tin, or zinc, or painted 
or varnished, or not. 
62 | Similar manufactures, fine, 30 00 30 00 
a.e., polished, coated with 
porcelain, or with orna- 
mentation of other metals. 
63 | Tin plate, not manufactured * 20 00 20 00 Re 08 2 
64 | Ditto, manufactured 50 00 50 00 10 4 
65 | Needles, pins, pens, pieces for Kilog. ... 3 00 | Kilog. .... 3 09 6 sin 
watches, hooks and eyes, and | 
other similar articles. | 
66 | Knives, carving knives, poc- 1 50 1 50 3 10 
ket knives, razors, and pen- 
knives. 
67 | Scissors for dressmakers + 2 25 é 2 25 a 411 6 
68 | Side-arms, and pieces for the 2 00 2 00 
same. 
69 | Small fire-arms, such as = 5 00 : 5 00 » w 32 3 
pistols and revolvers, and 
barrels and other pieces for 
the same (21). 
70 | Portable muzzle-loading fire- 3 00 | 3 00 
arms, and detached parts | 
thereof (21). 
71 | Portable breech-loading fire- 20 00 _ 20 00 » .20 18 4 
arms, and getached parts 
thereof (21). 
Group 4.—Copper and its 
Alloys (22). 
72 | Copper, shell or cement _...|100 Kilogs. 0 50 |100 Kilogs. 0 50 » © 0 
73 | Copper of first fusion, and 12 50 12 50. 
old copper. 
74 | Copper and brass, in bars = 22 50 “ 22 50 » ©» 2 2 
and ingots, and old brass. 
75 | Bronze, unworked ... 10 00 10 00 
76 | Copper and brass, in sheets “ 35 00 ‘ 35 00 » O14 8 
and nails. 
77 | Ditto, ditto, in tubes and in 58 00 58 00 
large pieces not finished,|. 
such as braziers, bottoms of 
boilers, &c. 
78 | Copper, brass, or bronze wire = 40 00 = 40 00 , 0” 8 
(19). 


must be polished and bear external file-marks. 


(21) In order that parts of fire-arms may pay according to these numbers, they 


(22) Metallic alloys in which copper enters in less proportion than 2 per cent. of 


the weight of the article, are not considered as alloys of copper. Such alloys shall 


pay duty according to the Tariff Numbers to which they correspond. 
(19) See note (19), p. 214. 


- 
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New Minimum Rates under Tariff 
ew — of 1900.—(Rates applicable to 

English 
Tariff Rates. Equivalents. 
Pes. Pes, c. £83. 
79 | Copper, brass, or bronze wire-|100 Kilogs.75 00 |100 Kilogs.75 00 | Cwt. 110 6 
gauze, not worked, up to 
100 warp threads to the inch 
(20). 
80 | Ditto, ditto, ditto, not) Kilog Kilog. 2 00 
worked, of over 100 warp 
threads to the inch (20). 
81 | Manufactures of copper, ” 1 25 1 25 2 1010 
bronze, or brass, and of all 
alloys of common metal in 
which copper enters, var- 
nished or not (23). 4 
82 | The same metals and alloys, . 2 50 ‘ 2 50 oS ee 
in articles gilt, or silvered. 
Group 5.—Other Metals. 
83 | Tin in ingots... ..-/L00 Kilogs. 12 50 |L00 Kilogs.12 50 

(Duty applicable to the fore- 9 11 00 ao > 22/00 » O 4 bf 
going while the Commercial 
Treaty with the Netherlands 
remains in force). 

84 | Nickel, cobalt and aluminium Not 25 00 
in lumps, bars, sheets, or 4 
wire. 
85 | Ditto, ditto, manufactures of|)  ttiffed Kile. 200| , 4:1 4 
86 | Zinc, in bars, lumps, or pigs|L00 Kilogs. 5 00 |100 Kilogs. 5 00 3 Vol oe 
87 | Ditto, in sheets, nails, and Pe 15 00 ” 15 00 3 OG) 3% 
wire. 
88 | Ditto, in manufactured ar- 26 00 26 00 
ticles, varnished or not (23) 
89 | All other metals and alloys 1 60 1 60 
not specially mentioned, in 
sheets, lumps, nails, tubes, 
&e. 
90 | Ditto, ditto, manufactures of, 37 50 37 50 
whether varnished or not. 

Metallic capsules for bot- 15 00 15 00 » 8 6 
tles (while the Commercial ' 
Treaties between Spain and 
Switzerland and the Nether- 
lands remains in force). 

Tin foil (while the Commer- 22 00 22 00 
cial Treaty between Spain 
and the Netherlands re- 
mains in force). 


(20) See note (20), p. 215. 


(23) To detect gilt articles they will be rubbed with hot alcohol, and afterwards 
touched with one drop of nitric acid. If they are varnished only, the varnish will 
disappear with the alcohol, and the acid will produce its effect ; if they are gilt, 
neither the alcohol nor the acid will produce any effect. 

Silvered articles will be filed until the metal underneath the superficial coating 
appears ; moreover, if a portion of the plated metal be dissolved in nitric acid, the 
silver, should any exist, will be precipitated by adding hydrochloric acid, and a 
chloride of silver soluble in ammonia, with all the characteristics of this substance, 
will be formed, 
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| New Spanish Customs Tariff. 


Articles. 


Former 
Minimum 
Rates, 


New Minimum Rates under Tariff 
of 1900.—(Rates applicable to 
British Produce). 


English 


Tariff Rates. Equivalents. 


92 


93 


101 


102 


Articles of common metals, 
not elsewhere specified in 
the Tariff, nickelled or 
coated with cobalt (23). 

Ditto, gilt or silvered (23). 


CLASS IIL. 

SUBSTANCES EMPLOYED IN 

PHARMACY, PERFUMERY, & 
CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES. 
Group 1.—Simple Drugs. 

Cocoa-nut and palm oil, and 
other solid foods. 
Note. — Cocoa-nut and 

palm oil of European origin 

or transhipped in a European 
port will pay a surtax of 

1 pes. 50 c. per 100 kilogs. 

Other vegetable oils, except- 
ing olive oil (24). 

Dyewoods and bark for tan- 
ning. 

Sesamum seed, linseed, and 
other oleaginous seeds, in- 
cluding copra or cocoa-nut. 

in, pitch, and other simi- 
lar resinous products. 

Vegetable products used ex- 
clusively in medicine, not 
otherwise specified in the 
tariff. 

Other vegetable products not 
specially mentioned. 

Extract of licorice ... eae 

Animal products employed in 
medicine. 

Cod liver oil purified for 
medicinal use (while the 
Commercial Treaty with 
Norway remains in force). 


Group 2.—Colours, Dyes, and 
Varnishes. 


Ochres and natural earths, 
for painting, including’ 
alumina. 


Pes. c. 
100 Kilogs. 45 00 


45 00 


” 


8 00 


” 


10 00 


” 


00 


” 


0 10 


Pes. c. & 
Kilog. 1 25 | Cwt. 2 


100 Kilogs. 8 00 


23 
93 


o 


0 


(23) Sce note (23), p. 217. 


-(24) In accordance with the Law of the 5th July, 1892, the Customs will mix 
1} per cent. of wood tar or petroleum with all cotton or rape-seed oil imported. 
The cost of the materials used for denaturalising these oils will be borne by the 


importer. 
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| | s. d. 
| 
= — 1 75 , 
| | | 
| | 
| | | 
| 
23 00 | 2300; , 4 
95 | 0 25 | 4 02/ , 
96 | | mr. 100| , 00 43 
{ 

97 | 450) , 0 110 
98 
| | 
99 6 1h 

| 
100 | 16 3 

| | 
| | | 
| | 
| 
| 
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New Minimum Rates under Tariff 
an of 1900. (Rates applicable to 
Rates. Tariff Rates English 
Equivalents. 
Pes. c. Pes. 4 4. 
103 | Indigo and cochineal .../L00 Kilogs. 45 00 |100 Kilogs.45 00 | Cwt. 018 4 
Indigo (while the Commer- 3 15 00 - 15 00 0 6 1} 
cial Treaty with the 
Netherlands remains in 
Sorce). 
NoTEe.—Indigoof European 
origin or transhipped in a 
European port will pay a 
surtax of 20 pesetas per 100 
kilogrammes. 

104 | Dyeing extracts... 7 80 7 80 03 2 
(Duty applicable to the 5 00 5 00 0 2 
Soregaing, while the Com- 
mercial Treaty with 
Switzerland remains in 
Sorce). 

105 | Varnishes, with alcoholic { 30 00 012 2 
gases (25). ... 24 00 

106 | Other varnishes ave 30 00 012 2 

107 | Colours, in powder or in 7 50 7 50 0 3 O8 
lumps (26). 

108 | Colours, prepared, and inks me 25 60 a 25 60 res 010 5 

109 | Colours derived from coal,| Kilog. 2 50 | Kilog. 2 50 
and other artificial colours, 
also garacine and its mix- 
ture with madder (27). 

In powder or crystals (28) 1 50 1 50 
(while the Swiss-Spanish' 
Commercial Treaty re- 
mains in force). 

In paste or liquid (28) 0 50 0 50 10 4 
(while the Swiss-Spanish 
Commercial Treaty ve- 
mains in force). 


(25) Products with alcoholic base are subject, in addition, to a tax of 37°50 pesetas 
per hectolitre of liquid, whatever may be the proportion of alcohol, in accordance 
with the provisions of Art. 4 of the Regulations of 19th April, 1898, as to the special 
tax on alcohol. 


(26) The colours included in this number are those composed of a metallic base, 
which are used mixed with oil or with spirit of turpentine, and are generally 
insoluble in water, alcohol, or ether; they are rarely crystallized, and are almost 
always in powder or lumps, such as white lead, chrome yellow, vermilion, Prussian 
and Thenardt blue, English green and “ papagayo.” 


(27) The colours included in this number are those known as artificial or organic 
products, in which metallic substances rarely enter ; they are generally crystallized ; 
are soluple in water, alcohol or ether ; and are employed in dyeing and printing, 
with or without mordant, more than in painting, such as picric acid, green aldehyde, 
English violet, rosaline and its salts, naphthaline colours, artificial alizarine, &c. 

(28) In the application of these rates of duty, it is to be understood that the 
paste must be damp; and that when colours are imported in lumps completely dry 
they must be assessed at the duty of 1 pes. 50 c. per kilog. 
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New Minimum Rates under Tariff 
of 1900.—(Rates applicable to 
Hy Former British Produce.) 
Articles. Minimum 
sid Rates. Tariff Rate English 
Equivalents. 
Group 3.—Chemical and Pes.c. | Pes. ¢. £8. d. 
Pharmaceutical Products. | 
110 | Acids,acetic and pyroligneous| Kilog. 010° Kilog. 050} Cw 104 
111 | Citric and tartaric acids, cit- Not _s 0 40 “ 016 3 
rate of lime and tartrate specially | 
of potash, including tartar tariffed. 
emetic —_.... 
112 | Acids, chlorhydric, nitric, and} 100 Kilogs.2 20 | 100 Kilogs.2 20 ” 0 0 10% 
sulphuric. 
113 | Phenic acid and naphthaline; Kilog. 0 10 | Kilog. 0 60 ie 00 3 
114 | Natural mineral waters Hectol. 5 00 | Hectol. 5 00 | GallonO 0 23 
115 | Alkaloids and their salts (29) Kilog. 30 00 | Kilog. 3000; Lb. 010103 
116 | Alum ... -| 100 Kilogs.1 50 | 100 Kilogs.1 50 | Cwt. 0 0 74 
117 | Sulphur 1 25 1 25 00 6 
118 | Alkaline carbonates, barillas, 3 80 3 80 0 1 63 
caustic alkalis, and ammo- 
niacal salts with the excep- 
tion of sulphate. 
119 | Carbide of calcium . Kilog 0 30 ” 012 2 
120 | Chlorates and chromates of Not vs 0 25 ss 010 2 
potash and soda, and aaa specially 
phoric acid tariffed. 
121 | Chloroform. -. | 500; 10383 
122 | Chloride of lime .| 100 Kilogs, 2 60 | 100 Kilogs. : 60 * O 1 0% 
123 | Chloride of potassium ; sul- 5 0 50) ¥ 0 50 ” 0 0 2 
phate of soda; chloride, 
carbonate, and sulphate of 
magnesia. 
124 | Chloride of sodium (common as 4 40 ra 4 40 ns 01 9 
salt). 
125 | Glues and albumen ... ee » 12:00 » 12°00 ee 0 4103 
126 | Ether of all kinds ...| Kilog. 0 10 | Kilog. : 00 ‘ 208 
127 | Phosphorus* ... 0 70 0 70 1 8 5 
128 | Sealing wax of all kinds... 0 10 0 20 ” 0 8 1} 
129 | Nitrate of potash con 100 Kilogs.3 75 100 pei 4 75 * 0 1 64 
130 | Oxides of lead : . 5 00 5 00 " 0 2 Of 
131 | Saccharine and analogous been Kilog.” 1600} Lb. O 5 9 
products 
132 | Sulphate of copper . ” 1 00 | 100 Kilogs.1 CO | Cwt. 0 0 4% 
133 Sulphate and of 1 50 1 50 0 0 
iron. 
134 | Sulphate of potash and am- ” 0 10 - 0 0 03 
monia, nitrate of soda, phos- 
phate of lime, Strassfurth 
salts, and Thomas slag. 


* Phosphorus may be imported only by the corporation of manufacturers of 
phosphoric wax matches, in virtue of Art. 50 of the Budget Law of 1895-6. 

(29) Sulphate of quinine and other alkaloids and their salts, in capsules, will 
pay duty under this number. 
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New Minimum Rates under Tariff 
ws Sakis of 1900. (Rates applicable to 
Minima British produce.) 

ates 
English 
Tariff Rates. E 
es. Pes.c. | 
135 | Pills, capsules, medicinal ju-| Kilog. 200] Kilog. 200; Cwt. 4 1 
jubes and the like (29) (30) 
136 | Pharmaceutical products con-| 0 
taining alcohol (25) (30). | 
137 pharmaceutical pro- | 5; 2 0 
ucts not speciaily men- | 
1 00 |5 
138 | Medicamentscontaining sugar | 
glucose, saccharine, and the | 
like 
139 | Chemical products not spe- is 0 10 Pm 010; , 0 4 
cially mentioned. 
| 
Group 4.—Various, 
140 | Starch... ...{L00 Kilogs. 15 00 |100 Kilogs. 25 00 | ‘ 0 10 
141 | Fecule for industrial uses, in- és 2 00 . 2 00 | a 0 0 
cluding potato starch, and | 
| dextrine. ‘ 
142 | Common soap 18 75 18 75 
143 Mineral and vegetable wax... " 25 00 | 
| Paraffin in lumps ” 20 00 } 40:00 
144 | Ditto, manufactured 50 00 55 00 
145 | Animal wax and stearine, in - 20 00 ¥ 2000| ,, 0 8 
lumps 
146 | Ditto, manufactured 50 00 50:00'| 
147 Perfumery, containing alco- Kilog. 2 50 | | 
hol (25). Kilog 2 00 
148 | Other perfumery and essences ‘ sui. 8&1 
149 | Gunpowder, explosive com- 0 50 
pounds, and miners’ fuses | 
(31) (32) 


(25) See note (25), p. 219. 

(29) See note (29), p. 220. 

(30) The products or substances included in Nos, 135 to 138 shall be examined 
by pharmaceutical inspectors who, with the Customs officials, will attest the 
declarations in thé following form: “The goods cleared are as expressed in the 
declayation, and are (or are not) admitted to importation by virtue of their 
formulas having been published (state where), or their composition having been 
ascertained by analysis made by . 

(31) By explosive compounds are understood not only dynamite, under any of its 
different formulas or compositions, but also fulminants, smokeless and white 
powders, and in general any explosive preparation which cannot be regarded as 
ordinary sporting or mining powder. Favier explosives, commonly called nitr: amitas, 
are considered as explosive compounds. 100 kilogs. of miners’ fuses are considered 
as equivalent to 25 kilogs. of mining powder. 

(32) The manufacture and sale of gunpowder and explosives in Spain is a 
monopoly in the hands of the Sociedad Union Expanola de Explosiros, and private 
persons are not allowed to import these goods into Spain, except in the case of 
certain makes of gunpowder for sporting purposes, which may be imported in small 
quantities on payment of a tax to the company holding the monopoly. (See 
“ Board of Trade Journal” for the 4th inst., p. 14.) 


(To be continued.) 
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Tariff and Customs Regulations. 
GREECE-—ITALY. 


A copy of the Commercial Convention between the ~~ 
: mentioned Powers, signed at Athens on the 

a 18/30th December last, has been received at 
‘ the Board of Trade, through the Foreign Office. 

The following is a translation of the provisions of the Convention :— 

Article I1—The High Contracting Parties reserve for future 
negotiations the regulations to be mutually adopted with reference 
to fishery (including sponge and coral fishery). 

Article I1.—Greek wine in barrels or casks shall pay on impor- 
tation into Italy a Customs duty of 12 lire instead of 5°77 lire per 
hectolitre, and shall pay the same surtaxes as are leviable under 
the present regulations. 

Article I1I.—The status quo is maintained on both sides both as 
regards navigation (including use of ports and coasting trade), and 
commerce in general and Customs regulations. The imports and 
exports of either country, from and to the other, shall consequently 
continue to enjoy the treatment of the most-favoured-nation, with 
the exception of Greek wine in barrels or casks, as above indicated. 

Article 1V.—The respective tariffs now in force are maintained 
for the following articles, viz.:—The Greek General Tariff for 
sulphur, raw or refined ; and the Italian General Tariff for dried 
figs and raisins. 

Article V.—The modus vivendi thus agreed upon, subject to 
parliamentary approval on either side, shall come into force on the 
1st January, 1900, and shall remain in operation until six months 
after its denunciation by either of the High Contracting Parties. 


GREECE-—SPAIN. 


The Board of Trade ager ppaguatess through the Foreign Office, a 

copy of a reciprocal Declaration, signed at 

Constantinople on the 6th/18th last 

7" by the representatives of Greece and Spain, 

relative to the port and other dues to which vessels of either 
country will be liable in the ports of the other. 

The Declaration, which has now been ratified by the Greek 
Chamber, provides as follows :— 

Article 1—Greek or Spanish ships entering or clearing from 
ports of the other State, either with cargoes or in ballast, shall be 
treated in all respects on the same footing as national vessels, 
whatever may be the place of their departure or destination. 

Such ships, either on their entry, or during their stay, or on 
their departure, shall not pay other or higher dues in respect of 
lights, anchorage, tonnage, pilotage, port, towing, quarantine, or 
other charges which may be leviable on the ship, under any title 
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whatsoever, in the name and for the profit of the State, of public 
functionaries, of communes, or of corporations, than those which 
are or may be levied on national vessels. 

Article 2.—The present Declaration is to be in force in each of 
the two countries from the date of its promulgation in the Official 
Gazette, and shall remain in operation until the expiry of six 
months from the day on which either of the contracting Govern- 
ments shall have denounced it. 


UNITED STATES. 


The following decisions relative to the classification of articles under 
Tariff the Customs Tariff and the application of the 
Classificati Custom laws of the United States have recently 
siications. published by the authorities of that 
country :— 

Artificial almond oil.—Artificial oil of bitter almonds is dutiable 
at the rate of 25 per cent ad valorem under paragraph 3, Act of 
1897. 

Horsehair and cotton mattresses—Horsehair and cotton mat- 
tresses are dutiable as non-enumerated manufactured articles at the 
rate of 20 per cent. ad valorem under section 6, Act of 24th July, 
1897. 

Flat steel wire.—Flat steel wire valued at less than 4 cents 
per pound is not liable to the extra duty of 1 cent per pound under 
the proviso of paragraph 124, Act of 28th August, 1894, as an 
“Article manufactured from iron or steel wire,” but is dutiable 
under paragraph 122 of the said Act under the heading “Steel 
in all forms and shapes not specially provided for.” 

Sealskin garments.—The following is the form of affidavit which 
is to be made by passengers bringing sealskin garments into the 
United States by sea :— 


Affidavit of Foreign Owner of Sealskin Garments. 
, being first duly sworn, deposes and says that 
resides at . , and is the owner of fur- 
sealskin garment, described as follows : : 
Deponent further says that arrived in the United States 
per steamship on , 190-, destination being ’ 
with the intention to return to on or about , 190-, 
with said fur-seal garment— in possession for personal use. 


Sworn and subscribed before me this - ' 190-. 


[SEAL. | 


day of 


, Notary Public. 


Flax straw.—The decision of the Board of General Appraisers of 
7th December, 1898, respecting flax straw is to be disregarded ; and 
flax straw which has been rendered soft and pliable by running 


B2 


| 
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through a flax brake is to be classed for duty as tow of flax, at 
20 dols. per ton, under paragraph 326, Act of 24th July, 1897. 

Withdrawals from Warehouses under Reciprocity Treaties.—Goods 
imported before, but withdrawn from warehouse after, a treaty 
concluded under Section 4 of the Act of 1897 becomes operative, 
will be subject to the treaty duties. 

Celluloid.—Sheets of Celluloid polished on both sides are held 
to be “finished or partly finished articles” within the meaning of 
paragraph 17, Act of 24th July, 1897, and are dutiable at the rate 
of 65 cents. per pound, and 25 per cent. ad valorem. 


UNITED STATES. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 
: copies of two General Orders issued from the 
Casas. anes United States Military Headquarters in Porto 
ico, imposing taxes on the consumption of 
matches and oleomargarine respectively in that island. The fol- 
lowing is the text of the Orders :— 

“Order No. 187.—Paragraphs 3 and 15 of General Orders No. 
“176, current series, from these Headquarters, are hereby repealed, 
“‘and the following is substituted therefor. 

“3. A tax of 1-10th of one cent on each box of matches con- 
‘* sumed in Porto Rico shall be paid by means of an Internal Revenue 
“stamp, so made andattached to the box containing the matches that 
“the same cannot be opened without destroying the stamp. The tax 
‘will be paid by the match manufacturers on all matches hereafter 
“made in Porto Rico, and the stamps will be attached to the boxes 
“before the same leave the manufactory. Internal Revenue stamps 
“for this purpose will be supplied to the manufacturers by the Col- 
“Jectors of Internal Revenue upon payment for the stamps at their 
“face value. The name of the manufaciurer shall be printed on 
“each box of matches; and these shall be put up in boxes con- 
“taining from 60 to 100 sticks. Matches exported shall pay no 
“ tax. 

“In order that manufacturers and dealers may dispose of the 
“ stock, now on hand, of matches made in Porto Rico, and packed 
“in boxes of less contents than sixty sticks, or that may not have 
“been stamped by the manufacturers, the retail dealers or the manu- 
‘ facturers are required to attach to each such box a stamp of the 
‘“‘denominate value of one cent, and no such matches shall be sold 
“or offered for sale to consumers that are not stamped as herein 
“provided. After 31st December, 1899, no matches shall be sold 
“or offered for sale that are not stamped in the manufactory, and 
“that are not put up in boxes of 60 sticks or more. 

“ A consumption tax upon matches imported from outside the 
“Island, or that may have already been imported and are now on 
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“hand, equal in rate and amount to the tax on local manufactures, 
‘will be imposed and collected by the Collectors of Internal 
“Revenue. The retail dealers will pay this tax by means of stamps 
“ supplied and attached in the same manner as are stamps on local 
“ manufactures, Retail dealers are forbidden to sell or offer for sale 
“any matches of external production that have not been stamped 
herein provided.” 


“ Order No. 196.—(1.) In view of the Internal Revenue tax which 
“is imposed by United States Statutes upon ‘ Oleomargarine’ jor 
“the better protection of butter, and in order to extend this 
“protection to the importers and producers of pure butter in this 
“Jsland, a uniform consumption tax of two cents. per pound is 
“ hereby laid on all ‘ Oleomargarine’ imported into, or manufactured 
“in, Porto Rico. 

“(2.) In addition to their other duties, the Collectors of Customs 
“are hereby appointed Collectors of Internal Revenue, for the 
“collection of this tax. They will keep separate accounts of all 
“revenues so received, and transmit the same to the ‘Treasurer of 
= the Island on the last day of each month. 

““(3.) The tax on imported ‘ Oleomargarine ’ will be collected at 
“the Custom Houses at the time of importation.” 


COSTA RICA. 


The Official Journal of the Republic of Costa Rica publishes a 
sate, ia-rubber, sarsaparilla, and vanilia, as we 
sen t tr as of all other vegetable products found in the 
national forests, except timber. 


VENEZUELA. 


The United States Minister at Caracas, in a despatch to his 
Custody of Government dated 28th November, 1899, calls 

a attention to a recent Decree, according to which 
Ship’s Papers. masters of foreign vessels in Venezuelan ports 
are at liberty to deposit their papers with the consular officers of 
their respective countries, instead of with the port officials, as the 
usage has hitherto been. The Decree is as follows :—‘“ According 
to the provisions of article 44, law 16, of the finance code, the 
sailing ‘license and other papers of foreign ships arriving at 
Venezuelan ports must be deposited with the chiefs of the Custom 
Houses at said ports, to be retained by them until the final 
clearance of the ships; repeated complaints having been made by 
merchants and shippers that the carrying out of this law presents 
difficulties of a nature entirely foreign to what was contemplated 
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when said provision of the finance code was incorporated into the 
Venezuelan fiscal laws ; observing, too, on the other hand, that 
almost all the other countries of the world, Venezuela included, 
require the masters of their ships to deposit their papers with the 
Consular agent of the nation to which they belong ; therefore, the 
Supreme Chief of the Republic, animated by a desire to extend to 
commerce the greatest facilities, and at the same time with a due 
regard to the national interests, has seen fit to repeal, temporarily, 
said article, so that hereafter the Consuls, instead of chiefs of the 
Custom Houses, shall take charge of ships’ papers, provided always 
that said papers be first presented to the Customs authorities. 
This resolution is to remain in force until the legislative power 
shall consider and definitely dispose of the matter.” 


BRAZIL. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 

F copy of a telegram from H.M. Minister at Rio 

aneiro, to the effect that the provision of 

the new Brazilian Consumption Tax Law, 

Portuguese. prohibiting the importation of goods manufac- 

tured abroad, bearing labels wholly or partly in Portuguese, which 

was to have come into force on the 1st March next, has now been 
postponed until the Ist July. 


With reference to the notices on p. 711 of the December number 
: : of the “ Board of Trade Journal,” and on pp. 30 
— rons to 33 of the issue of the Journal for bg 4th 
ton inst., respecting the bills of lading and invoices 
required for goods shipped to Brazil, the 
Board of Trade have now received, through the Foreign Office, 
a copy of a telegram from H.M. Minister at Rio de Janeiro to the 
effect that an explanatory ministerial circular has suppressed the 
regulation that each bill of lading as required to be appended to 
manifests should be accompanied by a declaration, signed by the 
shipper, specifying the goods comprised in such bill of lading. 

H.M. Minister states, however, that duplicate invoices will still 
be required in the case of goods shipped to Brazil, and that one 
of these must accompany the goods shipped. The following is a 
translation of the regulations affecting this matter, which has 
been forwarded by H.M. Minister :— 

In order to effect a clearance of goods at the port of arrival in 
Brazil, the presentation of the Consular invoice, authenticated by 
the Brazilian Consul at the place of origin is indispensable, whether 
the goods be dutiable, free of duty, or liable only to entrance fees. 
Its absence involves the application to the goods, for which the 
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Consular invoice is missing, of the maximum duties under the 
Tariff, whatever may be the country of origin. 

Imported goods which may belong to different classes of the 
Tariff and which may have been discovered hidden or not, and of 
which no mention may have been made in the clearance papers, 
shall be regarded as contraband and seized according to proper 
procedure.* 

In continuation of the above particulars, a further telegram has 
since been received stating that invoices of goods shipped to 
Brazil must be duly legalised by the Brazilian Consul at the place 
of production of such goods. If, however, there should be no 
Brazilian Consul stationed at the place in question, the invoice 
must be legalised by the Consul at the port of shipment, on 
production of a certificate from the local authorities at the place of 
origin. 


PERSIA. 
A despatch has been received at the Foreign Office from H.M. 
Tariff Minister at Tehran, enclosing a Memoranduin 


; giving particulars as to present conditions in 

regard to the Customs Tariff of Persia. The Memorandum 
states that by Article III. of the Treaty of Turcomanchai of 
the 28th February, 1828, the tariff-rate is fixed at 5 per cent. 
ad valorem for both imports and exports; and as Persia has 
most-favoured-nation treaties with all the Powers except the 
Ottoman Empire, no duty higher than 5 per cent. ad valorem can 
be imposed on goods imported by any foreigners with the exception 
of Turks. As regards these latter, a treaty with Turkey fixes the 
rate of duty at 12 per cent. ad valorem on exports and 6 per cent. 
on imports, if the trade be conducted by Persian or Ottoman 
subjects, tobacco and salt being dutiable at the rate of 5 per cent. 
ad valorem. 

Special regulations are applicable in certain cases to Persian 
merchants, who pay a duty averaging 4 per cent. ad valorem 
instead of the 5 per cent. treaty-rate ; but these privileges depend 
entirely on the private arrangements of the several Provincial 
Governors, and consequently in some districts the duty paid by 
Persian merchants is less than 2 per cent. ad valorem. It is 
stated, however, that the Persian Government hope soon to put an 
end to the existing anomalies in the case of goods imported by 
Persian merchants. 


* This clause is applicable only when the goods found are by their nature of a 
distinctly different class from the goods declared for clearance ; such as boots. 
umbrellas, or linen, found inside machinery, &c. 


| 
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SHIPPING AND TRANSPORT NOTES, 


BRAZIL. 


The “ Brazilian Review ” reports that a line is projected to connect 
Projected Sao Paulo and Bahia which, starting from the 
fe Conquista Station on the Mogyana Railway, 
Railway. will pass through Araxa4, Sacramento and Baga- 
gem, and cross the Serra dos Piloes to Paracati, a centre of pastoral 
industry. 

The terminus of the line will be the port of Burity, on the 
Paracati affluent of the Sado Francisco river. The length of the 
projected line is 500 kilometres, for which a guarantee is required 
from the different States interested. The line would, it is stated, 
serve a very fertile and productive zone. 


EASTERN ASIA. 


The following memorandum on the extension of German Shipping 

Ge in the East has been received at the Board 
aay of Trade, through the Foreign Office :— 

Shipping. The extension of German Shipping in the 
East has received a considerable impetus from the recent purchase, 
by the North German Lloyd Company, of the fourteen steamers of 
20,942 registered tons belonging to the “Scotch Oriental Steam- 
ship Company.” This large acquisition is said to now throw the 
main portion of the coasting trade of South East Asia into German 
hands. The newly acquired line will, as before, serve Bangkok, 
Singapore, Hong Kong, and Swatau, only with great frequency. 
In this region the Germans had already previously bought 12 
steamers from a former Dutch Company; so that there will now 
be a large fleet of German vessels in those waters. It is pointed 
out in the press that there will now altogether be some 40 German 
vessels employed on the various Eastern lines, that they will be 
under one management, and that it clearly shows the advantages of 
the policy of establishing Imperial Mail Lines to which other 
subsidiary undertakings can so easily be attached by degrees. 
Attention is also called to the German steamer traffic on the Yang- 
tze-Kiang, whereby a valuable network of purely German shipping ° 
communications has been established. 

In this connection it is of interest to observe that the North 
German Lloyd this year extend their line of freight steamers 
between Hamburg and Bombay and Calcutta, as well as establish 
a special freight line between Italy and New York from the 1st 
April next. 
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CANADA. 


The coal areas of the Dominion are estimated at 97,200 square 

miles, nét including the areas discovered, but 
Coal Fields. not yet developed, in the far north. The three 
great coalfields of Nova Scotia, designated the Cape Breton, Pictou, 
and Cumberland basins, cover an area of 635 square miles. The 
“Canadian Gazette ” states that the workable thickness of this coal 
is very great, being thirty feet in the Cumberland basin, from 
25 to 60 ft. in Cape Breton, and 70 ft. in Pictou. Estimated on 
the basis of 25 ft. seams, the amount of coal in these measures 
would he seven billion tons. The coal measures so far discovered 
in New Brunswick are small and not capable of successful working 
in competition with the Nova Scotia product. The coal areas of 
Manitoba are roughly estimated at 15,000 square miles, and the 
quality is exceptionally good. There is coal in many parts of the 
Territories, and outcroppings have been found over an area of 
50,000 square miles, extending northward from the international 
boundary along the base of the Rocky Mountains to the Peace 
River district. 

The Rocky Mountains coal is now brought within the reach of 
markets by the extension of the Crow’s Nest line, and although it is 
small in regard to area, there are many thick seams of exceptional 
quality. On the Pacific coast the Nanaimo coal basin covers about 
200 square miles, the Comox basin about 700 square miles, and the 
coal areas of Queen Charlotte’s Island are roughly estimated at 800 
square miles. In addition to these there is lignite-bearing rock in 
Southern British Columbia, distributed over an area of 12,000 
square miles. 


AUSTRALASIA. : 


The ‘British Australasian” reports that, according to cabled 
, figures to hand this week—some of which are 
—— estimates—the yield of gold in 1899 in the 
Gold. seven Australasian colonies was 4,462,488 ozs., 
an increase of about 920,000 ozs. as compared 
with 1898. Victoria’s gold yield for 1899 is the largest since 
1886. The increase is mainly due to the improved position of 
quartz mining at Bendigo, and to the development of the Pitfield, 
Creswick, and other alluvial fields. A noticeable feature is the 
continued discovery of reefs in the wash dirt drives. This has 
given a great stimulus to the various deep lead companies. 


i 
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RUSSIA. 

* On the East Coast of the Caspian Sea naphtha occurs in several 
localities. On Chikelen Island, in the neigh- 
Naphtha pourhood of Chikishli “the Bujadagh 
in ourhood o ikishliar, near*the Bujadag 
: and Manjuhly Mountains, at the so-called 

Transcaspia. 


Naphthadagh especially, and finally in Andishan 
in the Perghana District. , 

Naphtha appears in the chalk strata in the spurs of the 
mountains; it either oozes directly out of interstices in the 
rock, or else collects in the deposits of sand overlying the rock. 
These clayey sand deposits belong to the tertiary formation, and 
the lime to the upper chalk formation ; neither originally contain 
naphtha, but they lie above very deep strata rich in naphtha. 
The occurrence of naphtha is especially noteworthy in the valleys 
of the Kugart, Maily-Sou, Shin-Ssu, and Naryn Rivers. Naphtha 
next collects into deep deposits, from which it is taken for use. 
In addition to naphtha, the natives collect material for the manu- 
facture of asphalt and also ozokerite. To decide the question of 
the value of the naphtha in Turkestan, borings of great depth would 
be necessary. 

In Transcaspia naphtha occurs in the Krasnovodsk District in a 
saline desert at the foot of the Balchan Mountain. The Bajudagh 
Mountain—48 versts south-east of the Balla-Ishem Station, on the 
Transcaspian Railway—as well as Manjuhly, which is not far 
distant—consists of shifting sands, clay of different colours, sand- 
stone, mari, and aqueous sand. With the exception of the 
shifting sands, these strata belong to the sedimentary, tertiary, 
and post tertiary (Aralo-Caspian formations), which are charac- 
terised by large quantities of organic remains. Owing to the 
character of the strata the subterranean accumulations of naphtha 
have been able to make their way to the surface in combination 
with water, or in a gaseous state. In places where the springs 
are exhausted, deposits of various bituminous products of the 
oxidation of naphtha in the nature of asphalte are found. 

Phenomena which usually accompany the presence of naphtha 
are salt-water springs, mud geysers, and the escape of sulphurous 
gases. Quantities of brackish water are also continually ejected 
by these geysers, the water being accompanied by drops of 
naphtha, and bubbles of hydro-carbonic gases.—(“ Rigasche 
Industrie Zeitung.”) 


JAPAN. 


Tt is reported that Japan possesses important deposits of a 
bituminous coal of recent geological formation. 

Coal. Anthracite is found, says “ Le Monde Econo- 

: mique,” in the island of Amakusa, while the 
whole country produces lignite in abundance. The most important 
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mines are those of the island of Kiousiou, and they furnish 87 per 
cent. of the total yield of Japan. The principal mine is that of 
Miike, which has been worked since the year 1468, and which, 
formerly Government property, is now owned by a wealthy 
company. It produces 1,000,000 tons a year, and its miners are 
recruited from a neighbouring reformatory. 

The production of coal in Japan, which was estimated at 200,000 
tons in 1888, reached 6,000,000 tons in 1897. Prices have increased, 
during the same period, 130 per cent. In 1895, there were 157 mines 
and 54,000 miners; the exportation of coal was 927,000 tons in 
1882, 974,000 tons in 1888, and 3,500,000 tons in 1897. The 
amount of coal consumed in the manufactures of the country has 
increased tenfold since 1888; in that year it was 146,000 tons, 
whereas in 1898, 1,553,000 tons were used in home industries. 


YARNS AND TEXTILES. 
JAMAICA. 


According to a recent Colonial Office report a feature of the trade 
Amerienn in textiles in Jamaica is the recovery made by 
Textiles American manufactures in the market for the 

: cheaper description of cotton goods. 

In 1895-96 the value of textiles from the States was 50,1871., 
cottons, including hosiery, representing 31,8581. of that amount. 
The import declined until, in 1897-98 the figures were 26,6141, 
including 16,9401. cottons ; in 1898-99 the figures rose to 50,5951. 
and 40,8297. respectively. 


ASIATIC RUSSIA. 


The United States Consul at Roubaix reports that some years ago 
: an explorer in Asia discovered a plant of silken 

Peri “wl fibre used by the Turcomans for the manufacture 
‘of withes and cord, and by the Canagues for 

woven goods. This plant, known as the Apocynum venetum, is a sort 
of bush with slender cylindrical branches, sometimes six feet high. 
It grows in Europe, Siberia, Asia Minor, the north of India, Man- 
churia, and Japan; but it is not cultivated, and up to the present has 
been used only in the natural state. The branches die yearly and in 
the spring new shoots start horizontally from the roots. It flourishes 
best where the land is under water a part of the year, notably in 
the neighbourhood of rivers that overflow at stated periods. Under 
favourable conditions the Apocynum develops quickly and in a 
short time the branches form a thick growth, almost like a miniature 
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wood. The best fibre is obtained by cutting the branches in mid- 
summer when the plant has attained its full growth. The attention 
of the Russian Government was called to this plant in 1891. It is 
. there known as the Apocynum sibericwm, because it was first seen 
in Siberia. It grows luxuriantly on the banks of the Amu, Darya, 
and the Ili, and the natives of these regions have used the fibre for 
many years for cord and fish nets. They value it not only for its 
great strength but also because no care is required in its cultivation. 
In 1895 the Russian Government began to use it in the manufacture 
of bank notes, and since then the plant has been cultivated at 
Poltava. The results obtained thus far are considered excellent, 
and the time is doubtless near when Apocynum venetum will take 
an important place in the textile market. 


AGRICULTURE. 


CORN PRICES. 


The average prices of British corn returned as sold in England 
and Wales during the week ended 20th January, 1900, were as 
follow :— 


Barley... nes 25s. 8d. 
Oats 16s. 2d. 


For further particulars see p. 238, 


CANADA. 


With reference to a notice on pp. 170-1 of the “ Board of Trade 
: Journal” for 18th January, a copy of the 
ane Bulletin issued by the Department of Agri- 
Statistics. culture of Manitoba has been now received at 
the Board of Trade from the High Commissioner for Canada. In 
addition to the details published in last week’s issue of this 
Journal, the Bulletin contains the following particulars as to live 
stock and crop prospects for this year in Manitoba :— 

The number of beef cattle exported during the 1899 season was 
12,000. There were 25,000 yearlings, or stockers, shipped to the 
ranches in the North-West Territories, and about 10,000 stockers 
shipped to the United States. 

The supply of live hogs was not sufficient for the wants of the 
Province. There were none exported; on the other hand it is 
estimated that over 5,000 hogs were imported from Ontario by 
packing houses in Winnipeg in order to supply local demand. 

The number of stock in the Province has remained almost 
stationary since a year ago. There has been a slight falling off in 


Jan. 25, 1900.) THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 233 


Trade Notes. 


the number of cattle and swine, while horses and sheep show a 
small increase. The figures are as follows :— 


Sheep ... ... 33,092 
... 66,011 


The total area of fall ploughing is 861,070 acres, being 253,350 
acres more than in 1898. The revised figures for summer fallow 
and breaking are slightly in excess of the August estimate. The 
breaking is now placed at 158,515 acres, and the summer fallow at 
472,500 acres. This makes a total area of 1,492,085 acres now 
ready for next year’s crop, which is an increase of 480,630 acres 
over the corresponding figures of a year ago. 


OTHER TRADE NOTES, 
PRUSSIA. 


The Board of Trade have received through the Foreign Office, copy 

. of a Memorandum drawn up by the Commercial 

Attaché to H.M. Embassy at Berlin on new 

the “Landtag.” bills and projects to be brought before the 

Prussian Landtag, which are of interest in considering the economic 
development of Germany. 

The Chancellor stated that in the extraordinary expenditure of 
the Prussian Estimates and under the head of Public Works, 
means were provided for making the Prussian North Sea Port of 
Emden available for large sea-going vessels and especially for the 
Hanseatic Transatlantic Steamer Lines, and it was hoped thus 
to gradually divert a large portion of the Rhenish-Westphalian 
trade from making use of foreign ports (7.e., Dutch and Belgian). 

A law dealing with the special taxation of large stores or 
establishments (where different kinds of goods are sold) will be 
introduced, the object of which is to protect and maintain the 
middle classes in trade (as against large capitalists). 

A Bill affording credit facilities to peasants taking up small plots 
of land to farm (with possibilities of future purchase) will also 
be submitted. 


FRANCE. 


According to figures published in the “ Journal Officiel,” the imports 
. into France for the year ended 31st December 

Trade in 1899. 1899, amounted in value to 168,687,0001., and 
the exports for the same period to 155,966,000. The details are 
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as follows, the figures for 1898 being added for the sake of com- 
parison :— 


1898. 1899, 
Imports— | 
Articles of food 60,223,000 40,769,000 
Raw materials ses 93,942,000 100,261,000 
Manufactured articles... 24,737,000 27,657,000 
Total ... 178,902,000 168,687,000 
rts— 
Articles of food 26,512,000 27,226,000 
Raw materials 37,293,000 43,372,000 
Manufactured articles... 68,326,000 77,842,000 
Parcels post ... 8,305,000 7,526,000 
Total ... £ 140,436,000 155,966,000 
SWITZERLAND. 


According to particulars given in a recent number of ‘ Le Monde 
Economique,” last year was a favourable one for 
Trade in 1899. Swiss trade. Textile and embroidery industries 
and silk and cotton spinning prospered, despite 
foreign competition. In the first nine months of the year, exports 
amounted in value to 23,000,000/. and imports to 31,720,000/., as 
against 20,920,000/. and 30,400,000/. respectively for the cor- 
responding period of the preceding year. Exports to France and 
the United States showed notable increases over 1898; during 
the first eleven months of last year France imported Swiss goods 
to the value of 3,140,000/., and the United States 3,200,0001. 
St. Gall and Zurich Cantons, in particular, benefited by this last 
increase. As regards agriculture, the year was, on the whole, a 
normal one. Hay and cereals showed good results, but viticulture 
did not come up to general expectations. 


GREECE. 


A report has been received at the Foreign Office, from Mr. 
Trade in 1898,  Yimcent Corbett, British Delegate on the Inter- 
* national Financial Commission at Athens. In 


the course of his report, Mr. Corbett refers to the trade of the 
country for the past five years, and gives the following table of 
the value of the imports into and exports from Greece in the years 
1895-98, remarking at the same time that Greek statistics are 
honeycombed with error. The table is as follows :— 
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Year. 
Imports. Exports. 
£ £ 
1895 ... bas sta 4,384,000 2,887,000 


The value of the currants exported in 1898 is stated to have 
been £1,512,000, as compared with £1,344,000 in 1897 and 
£937,000 in 1896. The value of the exports of minerals and ores 
increased from £701,000 in 1896 to £792,000 in 1897 and 
£838,000 in 1898, but the report states that, considering the evi- 
dent development of the mining and quarrying industries, these 
figures are probably under the truth, and, in any case, there is 
likely to be a large increase in the near future. (Foreign Office 
Annual Series 2,370.) 


THE CONGO FREE STATE. 


The Board of Trade have received through the Foreign Office a 

despatch relating to the estimates for the 

Budget for 1900. Congo Free State for the year 1900, which has 

been sanctioned by the King and published in 

the ‘“ Bulletin Officiel” of December, 1899. The expenditure is 

estimated at 27,731,254 francs (1,109,2501.), and the revenue at 

26,256,500 francs (1,050,260/.), leaving a deficit of 1,474,754 
francs (58,990/.) 

The following table shows the increase in revenue during the 
past ten years :— 

Estimate of Rereinue. 


Year. Francs. 

1892 des 4,731,981 
1900 ... 26,256,500 


The increase in the revenue will appear still more remarkable 
when it is remembered that from the commencement 3,000,000 
francs of the annual revenue has been supplied by the Belgian 
Government and the Sovereign of the Independent State. 
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New Austro-Hungarian Currency. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 
copy of a dispatch from H.M. Consul-General at Serajievo, reporting 
that the new Austrian currency of ‘“ kronen” and “ heller” has 
been definitively introduced in Bosnia and in all the Herzegovina 
Government offices, banks, and public institutions. It will 
probably be some time, however, before the new calculation is 
finally adopted in trade—at all events in retail trade— and by the 
general public. 

In connection with this change of currency, the following 
alterations have been made in postal rates by the Military Postal 
Administration of Bosnia and the Herzegovina, including Austria- 
Hungary and Germany :— 

Postcards, single, 5 hellers; double, 10 hellers; hitherto 
2 kreuzers and 4 kreuzers (4 hellers and 8 hellers) respectively. 

Book Post, not exceeding 50 grammes, 3 hellers; hitherto 
2 kreuzers (4 hellers); not exceeding 150 grammes, 5 hellers; 
hitherto 3 kreuzers (6 hellers). 

Foreign, including the Sanjak of Novi-Bazar. 

Letters, for every 15 grammes, 25 hellers; hitherto 10 kreuzers 
(20 hellers): if not prepaid, double postage. 

Books, printed matter, and sample post, for every 50 grammes, 
5 hellers (minimum 10 hellers) ; hitherto 3 kreuzers (6 hellers). 

Registration Fee, 25 hellers; hitherto 10 kreuzers (20 hellers). 

Money Orders—On Great Britain and the United States of 
America, 25 hellers for every 25 kronen. On other countries, 
25 hellers for every 25 kronen up to 100 kronen, and 25 hellers 
for every 50 kronen above 100. 

A new series of postage stamps has been issued, but the old 
series may be used till the 31st March next; indeed the Post Office 
itself withholds as far as possible the new series until the old one 
is used up. 

The new series consists of stamps of the value of 1, 2, 3, 5, 6, 
10, 20, 25, 30 and 50 hellers. 


The Japanese Catty. 

The ‘“Moniteur des Soies” states that by a decree of the 
Japanese Government the legal equivalent of the kiu, or catty, 
which has hitherto been reckoned at 604 grammes, will in future 
be 600 grammes, #.c., a diminution of two-thirds per cent. 
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REPORTS OF BRITISH CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE. 
Glasgow.—The annual meeting of the Glasgow Chamber of 

Commerce was held on the loth inst., Mr. John Galloway 

presiding. 

The annual report of the Chamber was submitted. 

Mr. Galloway, in delivering his valedictory address as President, 
thanked the directors and members generally for the consider- 
ation they had shown him during his term of office. He said that 
the effects of foreign competition, particularly as regarded the 
United States and Germany, had come prominently before them. 
In his opinion, manufacturers in Great Britain were behind those 
in other countries in the adoption of labour-saving appliances. We 
were also weak in our system of commercial and technical edu- 
cation, a situation which he characterised as humiliating. 


Middlesborough.—The ordinary quarterly meeting of the Mid- 
dlesborough Chamber of Commerce was held on the 19th inst., 
under the presidency of Mr. W. Johnson. It was reported that an 
important conference, convened by the London Chamber of Coin- 
merce, was to be held in London on Ist February in connection with 
the Companies Bill for amendment of the Companies Act. It was 
decided to ask the Chairman, Mr. H. Pike Pease, M.P., and Mr. 
Lennard, to attend. On the motion of Capt. Swan it was decided 
to present a memorial to the Chancellor of the Exchequer asking 
that educational grants at present confined to science and art 
subjects be extended to commercial subjects. The suggestion 
came from the Bradford Chamber of Commerce. Alderman J. F. 
Wilson expressed the opinion of the Council in stating he saw no 
reason why Government support should not be given to com- 
mercial as well as to science subjects. 


Sheffield— At the last meeting of the Council of the Chamber 
of Commerce, Mr. H. P. Marsh, President, in the chair, the 
Council confirmed the following resolution, which has been trans- 
mitted by the Secretary, on the authority of the president, to be 
brought forward on behalf of the Chamber, at the annual meeting 
of the Associated Chambers in London :—‘ That in the opinion of 
this association it is necessary, in order to promote knowledge of 
the metric system of weights, measures, and money among the 
people, that the Education Department should require H.M. In- 
spectors to hold a real and effective examination of scholars in 
this system in the public elementary schools, and that a deputation 
of this association wait upon the Vice-President of the Committee 
of the Council upon Education, and call his attention to the 
necessity of such examination by H.M. Inspectors.” 
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STATISTICAL TABLES. 
Corn Prices. 


Statement showing the quantities sold and average price of 
British corn, per quarter of 8 bushels, Imperial measure*, as 
received from the inspectors and officers of Excise in the week 
ended 20th January, 1900, pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882. 


| 
— Quantities Sold. Average Price. 
Qrs. Bus. 
Barley = 100,925 6 2 
Oats ... 23,122 3 16 2 


Comparative statement for the corresponding week in each of 
the years from 1896 to 1899. 


Quantities Sold. | Average Price. 
Corre. 
sponding 
Week in 
j | 
| 
| Wheat. _ Barley. | Oats. | Wheat. | Barley. | Oats. 
| | 
Qrs. Bus. Qrs. Bus.| Qrs. Bus. | e. 4. a 4. 
1896 ...| 34,186 1 | 110,151 5 | 23,898 5 | 26 1 23 7 13 10 
1897 4 58,955 5 "103,606 3| 18128 0 | 81 7 | 2 5 | 16 6 
1898 ...| 57,158 4 | 118,685 3 | 21,674 3 | 3411 | 2710 | 17 5 
| 


* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns of 
purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every bushel of barley, 
and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bushel of oats. 
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Periodical Returns of Imports and Exports. 


Sratement of the Imports and Exports into and from the under- 
mentioned CountTrigs in the latest Month for which Returns 
have been received, with Aggregates for the Period of the Year, 
including such latest Month. 


Note—Par Vatvues: Rouble= 2s. ljd.; Franc = Milreis = 
4s. 6d.; Lira = 9,%d.; Gulden = ls. 8d.; Lew = 9;5d.; 
L. Egyptian = 11. 0s. 6}d.; Dollar = 4s. 2d. 


I.—Imports. 


| Value for the Month. Aggregate for Period of the 


| Year,including latest Month. 
Name of Country. _— 
1899. 1898. 1899. 1898. 


Roubles , 56,950,000 53,247,000 288,999,000 | 269,828,000 


France. Nov Frs. 373,164,000 | 342,312,000 || 3,839,066,000 | 4,071,157,000 
Portugal... ...| July. ...| Milreis... 4,408,000 4,381,000 || 31,413,000 | 28,179,000 
Htaly Nov. ...| Lire... 124,550,000 | 129,143,000 || 1,308,572,000 | 1,282,685,000 
Austria-Hungary ...| Nov. ...| Gulden ... 74,463,000 | 68,187,000 || 723,482,000 | 756,542,000 
Bulgaria... ...| Sept. ...| Lew ... 4,784,000 6,101,000 || 47,144,000 | 50,860,000 
Egypt... ... Oct...) LL E.... 1,143,000 1,012,000 8,694,000 8,607,000 
United States ..., Nov. ...| Dollars 70,022,000 | 52,097,000 || 727,972,000 | 579,825,000 
Mexico*+ Oct...) yy 4,744,000 3,658,000 17,541,000 | 13,741,000 


British Indiat ..., Sept. ...| Rupees... 5,48,40,074 5,39,69,679 |] 34,22,73,031 | 31,06,49,023 


II.—Exporrts. 


Russia in Europe ...| June ...| Roubles 55,265,000 65,689,000 260,646,000 | 357,914,000 
France Nov. ...] Frs. ... 360,187,000 | 286,534,000 || 3,549,401,000 | 3,116,708,000 
Portugal  ...| July ...} Milreis 2,271,000 2,461,000 17,290,000 16,709,000 
Italy ...| Nov. ...| Lire .., 132,866,000 105,548,000 |, 1,188,690,000 | 1,090,161,000 
Austria-Hungary ...| Nov. ...| Gulden... 94,428,000 82,350,000 || 855,988,000 | 734,888,000 
Bulgaria... _...| Sept. ...) Lew ... 6,220,000 7,564,000 42,133,000 48,995,000 
Egypt... ove Oct. ...) E.  ... 1,675,000 989,000 10,509,000 8,949,000 
United States ...| Nov. ....| Dollars 123,755,000 | 129,798,000 || 1,152,194,000 | 1,117,696,000 
Mexico*t+ ... Oct. 9,494,000 11,919,000 42,439,000 49,891,000 
British Indiat _...| Sept. ...| Rupees... 8,11,73,015 | 8,09,44,965 || 53,73,98,452 | 56,43,74,612 
\ 


The above figures are subject to revision in the Annual Returns. 


Norr.—The figures are those of the “special” imports and exports, except in the case of 
Bulgaria, the United States, Mexico, and British India, where the figures are “ general.’ 
“Special”? means, in the case of imports, imports for home consumption; in the case of exports, 
exports of Snes peta and manufacture only. 

* Including bullion and specie. 


+ The values of the imports are stated in gold, and those of exports in silver. The aggregate 
figures are for the fiscal year commencing Ist July. 
+ The aggregate figures are for the financial year commencing 1st April. 


Russa in 
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LIST OF DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR 
REPORTS. 
Annual Series. 
Reports of the Annual Series, 1900, have been issued from Her 
Majesty’s Diplomatic and Consular Officers at the following places, 
and may be obtained from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, East 


Harding Street, Fleet Street. B.C. 
No. ~~ "Place: | Price. 
2371 Denmark --(1898. Supplementary)... | 3d. 
2372 Senegal and Dependencies ide | 1d. 
German East Africa (Coast Tow ns) ‘..(1899)... | 243d. 


Miscellaneous Series. 
The following Reports from Her Majesty’s Representatives abroad 


en subjects of general and commercial interest have also been issued ~ 


in 1900. and may be obtained from the above- mentioned sources: — 


| 
No. | Price 
519 | Belgium.—F lax Industry of Courtrai 4d. 
520 | France.—Report on French Colonies... 5d. 


LIST OF COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following Reports relating to Her Majesty’s Colonial Possessions 
have been issued, and may be purchased from Messrs. Eyre & Spottis- 
woode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C. :— 

Annual. 


Place. 


262 | Barbados deb ooo | 
266 | Leeward Islands | 244. 
268 | Fiji .. 
269 | Turks and Caicos Islands oe | 13d. 
271 Gold Coast... aes 23d. 
278 Sierra Leone ... os. | 
279 Mauritius and Rodrigues ove 
282 Hong Kong | 28d. 

Jamaica 


| ; 
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No. | | Price. 
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